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Introduction  
 
 
 
The Palm Springs Preservation Foundation (PSPF) is a non-profit organization whose 
mission is ñto educate and promote public awareness of the importance of preserving 
the historical resources and architecture of the city of Palm Springs and the Coachella 
Valley area.ò Starting in 2008, PSPF has actively lobbied local governments throughout 
the Coachella Valley to support the creation of historic districts in accordance with their 
local ordinances. However, due to the foundationôs limited resources, PSPF can only 
support efforts to create historic districts if there is strong homeowner interest and 
enthusiasm for such an undertaking. On March 1, 2021, PSPF was notified by the Villa 
Roma Homeowners Association (HOA) that they had voted to pursue historic district 
designation. PSPF was provided letters of support indicating that a majority of owners 
(56 of 69) supported pursuing historic district designation. Copies of these documents 
(and the photographic survey of the Villa Roma complex) have been provided to the 
cityôs Director of Planning Services on a thumb drive. 

 
Villa Roma has long been known for its community spirit. 

(Courtesy Dan Ary) 
 
Prepared by Steve Vaught on behalf of: 
Palm Springs Preservation Foundation 
1775 East Palm Canyon Drive, Suite 110-195 
Palm Springs, CA 92264 
760-837-7117 
info@pspreservationfoundation.org 
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Executive Summary  
 
SIGNIFICANCE:  
Villa Roma Garden Homes (hereinafter referred to as ñVilla Romaò) is a 69-unit 
condominium complex located in south Palm Springs. From the time of its completion 
in 1964, Villa Roma has stood as one of the areaôs best-known landmarks owing to its 
unique and highly visible Roman-themed design. Behind the over-the-top theatricality 
of its exterior embellishments, however, lies a skillfully thought-out and well executed 
modernist condominium community based on the ñGarden Cityò model as adapted to its 
desert environment. The unusual architectural style of Villa Roma sets it apart from most 
of its contemporaries, making it a rare Palm Springs symbol of what had been an 
international fascination with Ancient Rome that reached its peak in the years leading 
up to Villa Romaôs construction. Additionally, Villa Roma is a significant and largely 
intact representative of the ñleisure lifestyleò type of multi-family dwelling that gained 
popularity in Palm Springs during the 1960s, and which today embodies the spirit of 
desert living. Nearly 60 years after its construction, Villa Roma retains the exact same 
charm and atmosphere which drew its initial residents in the 1960s. 
 
Villa Roma is a fine example of the significant modernist architecture for which Palm 
Springs is internationally known and should be viewed as a component of the historic 
trends that define the cityôs image as a center of important midcentury architecture (i.e., 
an historic trend that exemplifies ña particular period of the national, state or local 
historyò). 
 
DESIGNATION CRITERIA:  
Villa Roma has been identified as a potential historic resource in the Palm Springs 
Historic Resource Survey Inventory and Context Statement of 2015 (Final Draft 2018). 
A brief summary of the evaluation contained in this nomination is as follows: Palm 
Springs Municipal Code (PSMC) 8.05.020 (a) paragraphs 3, 4 & 5 - 
Design/Construction: Villa Roma is eligible under the theme of Modern architecture 
because it possesses numerous distinctive characteristics that make up the modernist 
style including post-and beam construction, overall horizontality, flat roofs, use of 
inexpensive mass-produced materials (like concrete block) and man-made materials 
suitable to the harsh desert environment (including aluminum, glass and concrete), 
deep eaves (to moderate the solar heat) and an architectural design that blurs the line 
between the indoors and outdoors. Therefore, for its distinctive characteristics and high 
artistic values, Villa Roma qualifies as a Historic District under Criteria 3, 4 and 5.  
 
SUMMARY:  
This evaluation finds Villa Roma eligible for listing as a Palm Springs Historic District 
under PSMC 8.05.020 (a) paragraphs 3, 4 & 5 of the local ordinanceôs seven criteria 
(criteria 6 is deemed inapplicable as the various buildings in Villa Roma possess 
ñindividual distinctionò). Additionally, the buildings in the proposed historic district retain 
a high degree of architectural integrity. 
 
 



 

6 

 

 
 
 

 
James K. Schuler (1938- ) 

(Via Honolulu Star-Bulletin) 


