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Historic Name: Tamarisk Gardens #5

Address: 70-152 Frank Sinatra Drive, Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
Community Name: Tamarisk Gardens

Architect: J. Don Hartfelder, AlA

Builder: Richard F. McCarthy, Jr.

Year: 1965 (per Historic Resource Survey)

Lot size: 1,940 square feet, 0.06 acres

Living area: 1,767 square feet

APN: 674-230-005

Building type: condominium residence, 2-bed, 2-bath

Legal description: LOT 5 MB52/36 TR 3129 & INT IN COMMON AREAS

Looking NNW, Tamarisk Gardens (center) is shown under construction circa 1964. Wonder Palms Drive
(today Frank Sinatra Drive) is shown running east-west. Wonder Palms Hotel is at left north of Wonder
Palms Drive, and Tamarisk Country Club is at right, north of Wonder Palms Drive.
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HISTORIC NAME

For Tamarisk Gardens #5, a condominium unit located at 70-152 Frank Sinatra Drive in
Rancho Mirage, the “City of Rancho Mirage, Historic Context Statement and Resource
Survey,” does not assign a “Resource Name” (i.e., historic name) notating that field as
“Not applicable.” Rather than being a researched conclusion, this notation is likely due
to the cursory nature of the wide-ranging survey.

Initially, for Tamarisk Gardens, unit numbers corresponded to the lot numbers in the
grant deeds, i.e., the structure erected on lot 5 became unit 5. A few Tamarisk Gardens
owners have nostalgically left their old unit numbers (in the range of 1 to 28) intact. This
numbering system was almost immediately abandoned. A “reverse directory” from 1967
shows that the Tamarisk Gardens units were quickly assigned individual numbered
mailing addresses on Wonder Palms Road (renamed Frank Sinatra Drive in 1971).

Further, while most historic names typically identify the first homeowners, e.g., the “John
and Mary Smith Residence” or “Smith Residence,” for Tamarisk Gardens #5 this is
problematic as it was initially owned by a corporate entity (specifically Brayton Realty
Corporation). A surviving wayfinding sign (pictured below) does refer to the
condominium units as “Bungalows,” but there is no evidence that this term was widely
adopted, nor does it appear in Tamarisk Gardens HOA documents where the
condominium units are referred to as “apartments.”

Accordingly, “Tamarisk Gardens #5” is asserted as the appropriate historic name.
Further, we recommend this naming convention be followed should additional Tamarisk
Gardens properties be submitted for historic designation.
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An early Tamarisk Gardens wayfinding sign.



BACKGROUND / HISTORIC CONTEXT

Portions excerpted from the “City of Rancho Mirage, Historic Context Statement and
Resource Survey,” (hereinafter referred to as the “historic resource survey”) are shown
in italics.

According to the historic resource survey (pages 38 and 40), “Five preliminary historic
districts [including Tamarisk Gardens] were documented to offer a framework for future
district designation under Chapter 15.27.110 (A) or (B) [of the city municipal code].
Each preliminary historic district is opined eligible for the NRHP, CRHR, and Local
Register and summarized in Table 4.” The survey further opines that Tamarisk Gardens
#5 (identified with the 70-152 address) meets CRHR Status Code(s) “3B/3CB/5B.”

Tamarisk Gardens was discussed by the city’s Historic Preservation Commission (HPC)
for “designation of both common areas (District) and individual attached homes” in
September and December of 2018. In January of 2019, a request by the HPC for
additional information from the applicant went unanswered and the matter was not
revisited.

From page 151 of the historic resource survey:
Desert Modernism (1950-1980s)

Desert Modernism is a distinct subtype of International style of architecture that
incorporated modern materials, techniques, and floor plans with the unique
requirements of building within a desert environment. The typical characteristics of
Desert Modernism included large expanses of floor-to-ceiling glass walls sheltered by
deep overhangs extending from flat roofs and flowing interior floor plans that merged
gracefully with the outdoors. Often oriented to the rear, where most decorative
flourishes could be visible from the fairways of the country clubs, Desert Modernist
houses were often built with a rear swimming pool, expansive views, and multiple points
of outdoor access to a backyard. The front elevations were often constructed to be
unassuming and often shielded for privacy, with only clerestories and obscured glass
panels adjacent to the entries providing light. Most designs emphasized a strong
interaction between the indoor and outdoor spaces and incorporated desert landscaping
to further blend the design with the surrounding environment. Some Desert Modernist
homes also incorporated Adobe, Pueblo, or Spanish styled elements to root the home
with a sense of desert historicity and exploit the warm tones of these other styles.

The basic character defining features of Desert Modernism are listed below.

* Direct expression of the structural system, usually wood or steel posts and beams
* Horizontal massing

* Flat or shallow pitch roofs, often with deep overhangs

* Floor-to-ceiling glass

* Minimal use or solid load bearing walls

« Strong interior/exterior connection

* Open interior floor plan



* Painted with natural tones
* Flat roofs floating above glass walls and clerestories
* Exteriors clad in stucco, wood, slump stone, and coursed or uncoursed natural rock

Property Types

Desert Modernist houses were generally constructed on large lots of land found within
private country clubs, like the Thunderbird and Tamarisk Country Clubs. Buildings with
Desert Modernist designs are almost exclusively regulated to single-family residences in
Rancho Mirage. Some multi-family residences, commercial properties, and civic
buildings like Tamarisk West, Provident Bank, and the Rancho Mirage City Hall are
examples of the limited number of other types of properties also associated with the
style.

An additional excerpt from the historic resource survey (pages 93 and 94) states:
Context Theme 5 Residential and Cooperative Communities, 1951 —-1973

The development of country clubs in Rancho Mirage set the stage for the transition of
the area from a desert retreat, catering to leisure activities for high profile seasonal elite,
to an established Coachella Valley community filled with tight-knit residential
communities. Subdivision development in the post-WWII era began with projects that
were often immediately adjacent to, or bounded by, established country clubs,

The Tamarisk Country Club opened in 1952 and was the second 18-hole golf course in the desert after
the Thunderbird Country Club which had opened just a year earlier. In a February 19, 2020 online article
for Club + Resort Business, writer Rob Thomas reported, “Tamarisk [Country Club] became the desert’s

Jewish club... Not all of the 65 founding members at Tamarisk were Jewish, and there was never a
requirement that a member be Jewish. Among the members in the 1960s were the Marx Brothers, Jack

Benny, Kirk Douglas, Clark Gable, Humphrey Bogart and Frank Sinatra.” In a May 7, 1965 article about

Tamarisk Gardens, a Desert Sun reporter declared, “Right next door is the Tamarisk Country Club with
restaurant, bar, 18-hole golf course, putting green and driving range.” (Circa 1952 photograph courtesy

Club + Resort Business magazine)
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advertising the ease of access to these clubs and the option to buy memberships. At
the same time, smaller cooperative communities were also built within Rancho Mirage,
each distinguished by exclusive-use community amenities like shared pools, gardens,
and regular maintenance. These new co-op apartment communities appealed to middle
class buyers who could own their own apartments, later reclassified as condominiums,
at a fraction of the cost of a custom-built detached home, while still enjoying exclusive
community-wide facilities, like clubhouses and pools.

The trend in cooperative housing communities was partially as result of the Federal
government taking steps to foster ownership of cooperative forms of housing during
World War Il. In 1942, the Federal government extended the deductibility of mortgage
interest and real estate taxes to cooperative homeownership. As during World War |,
this was a war effort to combat material shortages that resulted in a reduced supply of
single-family housing. Encouragement of multifamily housing had the needed result,
and for the first time had an impact in the Southwestern United States where war
industry expanded.

In the post war era, several post war cooperative developments were already pioneered
before California adopted its condominium laws in 1963 and early efforts by developers
had individual owners granted their own deed to their apartment. The use of the phrase
“own your own” in these communities appealed to older, wealthier buyers who wanted
control over their real estate investment without the responsibility of individual upkeep
and maintenance activities. As such, this concept was both an appeal to the benefits of
cooperative apartments of the past that were common in the east and looked forward to
as condominium ownership became available in California after the adoption of a
statutory framework. These changes after World War Il created a niche for developers
to exploit.

The passage on June 10, 1961, of Section 234 of the National Housing Act, or
Horizontal Property Act (HPA), laid the groundwork for the development of joint home
ownership and gave rise to the advent of condominiums in the United States. Between
1955 and 1961, multifamily housing increased from 8.4% to 26.3% of all housing in the
United States. At the same time single-family housing during this period fell by 37
percent. The passage of the 1961 Act, however, resulted in a surge of condominium
development, which was a new housing concept compared to its predecessors
(apartments, cooperatives, and townhouses).

Cooperative housing communities in Rancho Mirage typically sold modest sized single-
family residences or apartments, usually all constructed by the same cooperation [sic]
and/or architect, with some aspect of shared community fees and ownership. This
usually came in the form of shared facilities. Single-family residences or condominiums
with added amenities were designed to be individually owned with some shared upkeep
expenses for communal facilities. Communities with apartments, like Desert Braemar,
allowed residents to sign protracted leasing agreements.



More traditional single-family residence subdivisions constructed during the country club
era outside of the early clubs in Rancho Mirage varied in size and scope. Some were
solely residential tracts, designed to attract wealthier clientele inclined to design their
own custom homes within private gated neighborhoods. These communities often did
not come with shared facilities and were largely or completely inhabited by members of
nearby country clubs. Some early residential subdivision communities established in
Rancho Mirage were also constructed under unique circumstances or were never fully
realized, with only a handful of model homes completed.

Another excerpt from the historic resource survey (page 101) states:
Tamarisk Gardens

Richard McCarthy Jr. [a more complete biography of McCarthy follows], primarily known
as a developer of luxury homes in Pasadena, commissioned Huntington Beach-based
architect J. Donald “Don” Hartfelder [a more complete biography of Hartfelder follows] in
1964 to construct a compact resort-style community of 28 duplex [more accurately
“fourplex” or “quadplex”] condominiums sited between the Wonder Palms Hotel and the
Tamarisk Country Club on the north side of what was then Wonder Palms Road. A
graduate of the USC School of Architecture, Hartfelder primarily practiced in Los
Angeles and Orange Counties and, although he specialized in medical buildings, his
time at USC and works throughout Southern California informed his modernist
aesthetic, including his design of the Tamarisk Gardens.
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Abutting Tamarisk Gardens to the west was the Wonder Palms Hotel (later demolished and replaced by a
condominium complex). Advertisements for Tamarisk Gardens assured new buyers that one of the
advantages of living in the complex was that they had access to the hotel's many amenities. A May 7,
1965 Desert Sun article told readers this was a “unique attraction of the new development,” and included
a “24-hour switchboard and message center...hotel room service, breakfast, lunch, dinner, party catering,
cocktail or large dinner; hotel maid service; private meeting rooms; private dining rooms; restaurant.”
(Postcard from 1948 courtesy Pomona Public Library, Frasher Foto Postcard Collection)
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Completed in 1965, Tamarisk Gardens featured a central pool, interior courtyards,
planned gardens, and an entertainment porch. The condos were built as two-bedroom,
two bath, 1,800 square-foot units with marble fireplaces and open-plan living rooms. At
the exterior, the condos featured flat roofs, floor-to-ceiling windows, low elevations, and
simple lines, with stucco-clad walls. As such, the homes blend with the surrounding
landscaping, using muted colors on the exterior, apart from colorful recessed front
doors, illustrating elements of Desert Modernism. Like the cooperative living complex to
the north, Da Vaal estates, residents at the Tamarisk Gardens were offered hotel and
maid services from the Wonder Palms Hotel and Guest Ranch.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Tamarisk Gardens #5 is significant as a rare example of Rancho Mirage’s Desert
Modernist architecture expressed in a residential condominium complex. The
condominium unit displays many of the characteristics of the Desert Modernist style
including overall horizontality, massed geometric volumes, a flat roof, deep overhangs,
floor-to-ceiling glass, minimal use of solid load-bearing walls, a strong interior/exterior
connection (sometimes called the “blurring of the indoor-outdoor transition”), an open
interior floor plan, and a stucco-clad exterior painted in a natural earth tone.

Tamarisk Gardens #5 is also significant as an apartment in a residential condominium
complex sited in close proximity to a country club (i.e., the Tamarisk Country Club).
These midcentury condominium complexes are recognized as an integral, and
historically important, part of the development of the city of Rancho Mirage under the
theme of “Residential and Cooperative Communities, 1951 —1973.” The construction of
the Tamarisk Gardens condominium complex (and by extension Tamarisk Gardens #5)
significantly contributed to the city of Rancho Mirage’s post-World War Il “building
boom.”

Finally, the Tamarisk Gardens condominium complex (and by extension Tamarisk
Gardens #5) is significant as a notable collaboration of two individuals, i.e., builder
Richard F. McCarthy, Jr. and architect J. Don Hartfelder. With Tamarisk Gardens,
McCarthy proved he was willing to embark on a speculative real estate venture with a
building type he had never used, i.e., the residential condominium. Hartfelder’s training
at the USC School of Architecture, where he was steeped in the tenets of modernism,
gave him the confidence to undertake a novel condominium building design, i.e., the
“fourplex.” With Tamarisk Gardens, Hartfelder showed that he not only understood the
architectural advantages of building in the Desert Modernism vernacular, but that he
also understood why the harsh desert environment made such designs appropriate.
Finally, Hartfelder understood the site limitations and designed a relatively dense “built
environment” of 28 units (i.e., seven fourplexes) while still providing adequate parking,
generous green space, and a large communal pool, dressing rooms, and covered
loggia. The successful collaboration of McCarthy and Hartfelder significantly influenced
Rancho Mirage’s post-World War Il built environment.
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TAMARISK G ARDENS

MC CARTHY - HARTFELDER

The partnership of developer and builder McCarthy and architect Hartfelder saw fit to create a rather
beautiful and sophisticated rendering of two abutting Tamarisk Gardens apartments. The rendering gives
insight into their aesthetic vision, i.e., overall horizontality with massed geometric volumes, walled outdoor

garden spaces, a recessed entryway, and a deep, cantilevered eave to provide solar protection.

Sited on 0.06 acres, Tamarisk Gardens #5 is a single-story, two-bedroom, two-bath,
1,757 square-foot structure (with two skylights and a chimney) within one of the seven
fourplexes of Tamarisk Gardens. Tamarisk Gardens #5 shares a composition roof with
three other units in the fourplex, physically abutting Tamarisk Gardens #6 (70-154 Frank
Sinatra Drive) to the northeast, Tamarisk Gardens #7 (70-140 Frank Sinatra Drive) to
the north, and Tamarisk Gardens #8 (70-142 Frank Sinatra Drive) to the northwest. The
units in the fourplex are separated by a “party wall” of eight-inch nominal thickness,
double-framed and insulated.

The entry sequence to Tamarisk Gardens #5 is straightforward: from a perimeter
parking lot on the east side of the complex (featuring multiple barrel-roofed steel parking
structures), one follows an east-west oriented concrete sidewalk to a 5’-deep recessed
entryway and two solid wood pre-hung front doors. The unit’s interior volume consists
of 8’-high ceilings that rise to 10’-high in the living room. Each unit in the fourplex
features a novel (if not somewhat complicated) rooftop central drain which collects
rainwater into a large ceramic bowl inside the ceiling. From that bowl, the water travels
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Looking ENE, the south and west facades of Tamarisk Gardens #5 appear as strong geometric volumes
punctuated by the recessed entryway and windows. The cantilevered eave provides solar protection and
reinforces the overall horizontality of the single-story, flat-roofed structure.

horizontally through the ceiling in a 3”-diameter metal pipe to an elbow joint at the
exterior wall, then straight down within the exterior wall where it finally drains just above
ground level. This type of concealed (or “internal”) downspout, integrated directly inside
the structure’s architecture, is intended to be invisible on the exterior. This drainage
system is further supplemented with rectangular roof spouts integrated into the roof-
edge flashing. Over the years, where these spouts have been viewed to be poorly
functioning, conventional gutters and downspouts have been installed (as in Tamarisk
Gardens #5’s east patio). That said, the addition of these conventional gutters and
downspouts is a condition which is readily reversible.

On the primary (south) elevation, Tamarisk Garden #5’s original pattern of fenestration
remains intact. This includes two rectangular 3’x7’ textured obscure glass windows.
Both windows are slightly recessed so as not to distract from the massed geometric
volumes of the south facade. The most noticeable architectural feature of the south
facade is a substantial cantilevered eave. Starting at a height of 8’2", the cantilevered
eave is 22"-deep, and a generous 28'8”"-long. The cantilevered eave shades the
entryway and the fixed, recessed windows of the south fagade, and visually reinforces
the horizontality of the structure.

Because the south fagade is unevenly punctuated by the recessed entryway, the
structure reads as two differently-sized rectangular volumes, cleverly breaking up an
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otherwise monotonous symmetry. In architectural applications, recessed elements, like
the Tamarisk Gardens #5 entryway, serve multiple purposes including, “the creation of
subtle depth variations, improved spatial efficiency, and enhanced lighting effects.”
Notably, elements like the recessed entryway, “gained prominence during the modernist
movement, where clean lines and integrated design solutions were highly valued.”

Looking north, the south fagade of Tamarisk Gardens #5 is deeply punctuated by the recessed entryway.
Also seen is the fascia of the cantilevered eave, front door, newer hanging mailbox, outdoor metal
cylindrical light, address numbers, and portions of the textured obscure glass windows.

While the historic resource survey generically describes Tamarisk Gardens units as
having “thick cornice lines,” a more accurate description of the exterior cornice features
would record that the lower roof edges of the units (i.e., in the case of Tamarisk
Gardens #5 the south cantilevered eave, west atrium, and east patio) feature 5”-tall
metal drip-edge flashings covering 13”-tall wood fascia boards. The highest roof edges
feature only 5”-tall metal drip-edge flashings. This subtle difference creates the visual
effect of balancing solidity and lightness.

An early modification to Tamarisk Gardens #5 was to enclose the original “garden
room.” This created more interior square footage and better secured the rather odd exit
from the bedroom alcove. Several factors mitigate the negative impact of this
modification from an integrity perspective. Firstly, the absence of building permits
suggests this modification occurred prior to 1973. Secondly, this modification was
ultimately replicated in 26 of 28 Tamarisk Gardens units. Thirdly, the quality of the
construction was generally comparable to that of the original build and in most cases
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seems to have been done by the same building contractor. The near universal
enclosure of the garden room by Tamarisk Gardens homeowners for additional indoor
space was likely inevitable: vintage photographs show the garden room protected by a
structural roof with electrical service (i.e., two can lights). From a practical standpoint,
even with the garden room closed in, two outdoor spaces (both originally called “garden
courts” but for clarity herein referred to as the “east patio” and “west atrium”) remained
available to homeowners, making the semi-enclosed garden room seem redundant.

Shown here is a circa 1965 publicity photograph of a Tamarisk Gardens “garden room.” Note that a
structural roof, with electrical service, is already in place. Throughout Tamarisk Gardens, this space was
closed in and the small open-air gap (seen at upper right) was covered with a skylight.
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TAMARISK GARDENS DEVELOPMENT CORP., 70-144 Wonder Palms Road, Cathedral City, California.

This vintage Tamarisk Gardens floorplan (not to scale), helpfully showed buyers where they could place
their furniture. It replicates the geometry and orientation (with north at top) of Tamarisk Gardens #5. The
added legend indicates where changes were made to Tamarisk Gardens #5 ostensibly prior to 1973.
Those changes are mitigated by a number of factors which are explained in this section.

The east patio is intact and features concrete flatwork with a small planting bed to the
north. The patio’s surrounding 6’-high stucco wall is anchored at 4’-intervals by
concrete single footings. The wall’s footings are surmounted by 4”’x4” wood beams and
the wall is raised approximately 8” from grade allowing for circulation and easier
maintenance. In what was apparently another early modification, the patio wall was
extended to better secure the kitchen service door and enclose the unsightly trash
receptacle area. This patio wall extension is another modification that is almost
universal to apartments in the Tamarisk Gardens complex. While there have been
some metal rain gutters attached, that condition is readily reversible.
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The original walled east patio showing a later (but early) extension (foreground). Also seen is the
perforated metal gate, electrical panel, kitchen door, cylindrical lighting fixture and sliding glass doors
(covered with retractable shade in this photograph). This view is from south looking due north.

The west atrium remains intact and features generous eaves on three sides, aluminum-framed horizontal
sliding windows (left), and aluminum-framed sliding glass doors. This view also shows the lower (thicker)
and higher (thinner) cornice and metal drip-edge flashing details. This view is through the sliding glass
doors on the north side of the atrium looking SSW.

An important original architectural feature of Tamarisk Gardens #5 is the “open air” west
atrium. The west atrium features two original aluminum-framed horizontal sliding
windows (each 4’4” x 4’4” square) and two sets of aluminum-framed sliding glass doors
(each 5’9" x 8 high). The atrium, slightly rectangular in shape, measures a generous
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9'7” x 11’3” and serves to flood the interior of Tamarisk Gardens #5 with light. While
atriums originate from an ancient Roman design, they are important to the modernist
vernacular as they help blur the indoor-outdoor transition while creating a private,
secure, and tranquil outdoor space. They are flexible spaces that can be used as
private gardens, entryways, or lounging areas. The atrium of Tamarisk Gardens #5
features generous eaves on three of its four sides, is readily accessed through two sets
of sliding glass doors, and currently contains a period-appropriate sculpture.

The May 7, 1965 issue of the Desert Sun newspaper ran a major article entitled
“Tamarisk Gardens Condominium Under Construction Near P.S.” While arguably a
“puff-piece” giving the developer some free publicity, the article helpfully gave insight
into the design logic of the interior spaces. The article averred, “The architect-designed
floor plan shows significance, particularly in the following areas. The living room

This circa 1965 publicity photograph of a Tamarisk Gardens unit shows the original paint scheme. Note
the whiteish color and the black highlights on architectural elements (i.e., patio wall support posts and the
fascia of the cantilevered eave). Also seen in this photograph is this unit’s elaborate light fixture and
original landscape design.

contains a central dual fireplace of imported Italian marble, opening to both the living
room and dining room, yet both rooms remain separate. A complete wet bar is adjacent
to the side of the main portion of the living room, giving way to a spacious entertaining
area easily accessible from any portion of the home. The master bedroom, with an
alcove that opens to a private court, is distant from the main living and working areas,
affording complete and undisturbed solitude.” In architectural terms, what is being
described is a floor plan that is “well-zoned,” i.e., organized into distinct areas based on
function, privacy, and activity levels, ensuring smooth flow without physical barriers.
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Rather than simply dividing rooms with walls, this design approach creates "layered
pockets" of activity (e.g., quiet, social, and service areas) to provide balance, privacy,
and increased functionality in a home. Despite some minor interior changes, Tamarisk
Gardens #5 can still be described as “well-zoned,” testifying to the skill of architect
Hartfelder. As might be expected after 60 years, throughout Tamarisk Gardens original
lighting fixtures, door handles, escutcheon plates, and unit numbers (some done in a
Hollywood Regency-style) are gone or mostly gone. In recent years, the Tamarisk
Gardens homeowner’s association has replaced all outdoor lighting fixtures with period-
appropriate aluminum cylinder lighting and added metal Neutra-like font address
numbers. Because there were originally no gates leading to the patio areas of the
Tamarisk Gardens units, there was a proliferation of gate designs throughout the
complex. For Tamarisk Gardens #5, in 2025 a period appropriate and HOA-approved
replacement of the two extant (but deteriorating) gates was installed.

Finally, over the years the exteriors of the Tamarisk Gardens units have been painted an
earth-tone shade of light brown-beige. The original paint scheme can be intimated from
the vintage black and white photograph and architectural rendering contained in this
section. Returning to this original paint scheme is arguably problematic since many of
the original accompanying Hollywood Regency style elements have been lost and have
been replaced with midcentury standards.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Tamarisk Gardens #5 features xeriscape landscaping consisting of earth-toned “Palm
Springs gold” gravel, rocks, and golden barrel cacti (Echinocactus grusonii) placed in
the original in-ground planters along the south facade. From a design perspective, the
two generous outdoor planters (182" and 23'8”-long respectively) flank and identify the
recessed entryway, as well as provide visual interest. In the east outer patio and the
west atrium this landscaping theme continues. Finally, a series of ficus trees (Ficus
nitida) form a hedge that protects the exterior of the east outer patio wall.

An illustrative portion of the landscaping theme used for Tamarisk Gardens #5.
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ARCHITECT

J. Don Hartfelder, AlA (1924-2007)

John Donald Hartfelder, an architect who assumed the professional name of “J. Don
Hartfelder,” was born in Los Angeles, California, on January 10, 1924. Raised by his
grandparents, George and Rose Hartfelder, the young Hartfelder became an Eagle
Scout at the age of 15, graduating from the Polytechnic High School in Los Angeles with
a reputation as a “good student.” During World War I, Hartfelder enlisted in the U. S.
Navy, advancing to third class petty officer, with a rating as a fire controlman. His
wartime service from 1942-1945 included time aboard the USS Twining (DD-540), a
Fletcher-class destroyer, which saw combat in the Pacific theater. Hartfelder later
enrolled as a student at the University of Southern California (USC) on the Gl Bill. In
1952, he graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in architecture from the USC School of
Architecture. Hartfelder gained work experience as a draftsman with the firm of Kistner,
Wright & Wright in Los Angeles and later with Whittier architect Ray W. Johnson, AlA.
Hartfelder also listed work experience with modernist Los Angeles architect Kenneth N.
Lind, AIA. Notably, Lind partnered with nationally-famous modernist architect Charles
Luckman from 1939-1942.

American Institute of Architects (AlA) records show that Hartfelder joined the
professional organization’s Southern California chapter in 1954. From 1954 through
1958, Hartfelder was a partner in the firm of Zemke & Hartfelder, becoming the
president of his own firm, J. Don Hartfelder & Associates, in 1958. Two sources (from
1960 and 1961) indicate Hartfelder occasionally partnered with architect Wallace L.
Haas, Jr., AlA, on projects. During his long career, some business associates of
Hartfelder (obviously with his permission) would leave Hartfelder at the end of firm
names to emphasize his AlA affiliation. Hence, the frequent appearance of
combinations such as “McCarthy & Hartfelder, AIA,” “Zemke & Hartfelder, AlA,” and
“‘McCarthy, Zemke & Hartfelder, AlA.”
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MEDICAL CENTER—Construction has started on a Ventura, Building, containing 10 professional offices,
medical center structure, shown in above drawing, ot will cost $150,000. It was designed by Frank A. Zemke
corner of Loma Vista Road and Dos Caminos Ave., and J. Don Hartfelder. Contractor is Theodore Bergseid.

By 1955, Hartfelder’s career was well underway and he was establishing a reputation as an architect
specializing in medical buildings. He had also fully embraced the modernist style as evidenced in this
architectural rendering that appeared in the March 20, 1955 issue of the Los Angeles Times newspaper.

Sources from 1962 and 1970 show that Hartfelder was licensed to practice architecture
in both California and Arizona.

MEDICAL-DENTA b square feet. A ba the central building contains an
Arts Building at 2420 N. California was formally opencd yester- an additional 1,200 square feet. The center has a pharmacy and
day, Of ranch-type design, the center consists of 5 buildings 19 suites, and is owned by the San Joaquin Medical Arts Corp.
linked by covered passageways and covers a total of some 20,004 (ALl Recard photost

The Stockton Daily Evening Record newspaper ran articles about this Medical Arts Building at 2420 North
California Street in numerous issues. The paper’s March 16, 1957 issue showed a photograph of the
completed 20,000 square foot project consisting of five building units, “linked by covered passageways.”
Built by the Craft Construction Company of Stockton, it was composed of “stucco, used brick planters,
and redwood board and batten,” materials intended to “create a rustic ranch-type effect.” Designed by
architects Frank A. Zemke and Hartfelder, the building was a softer and more regional interpretation of
modernism. It unapologetically references the one-story, ranch-style modernist houses appearing
throughout California from the 1930s through the 1950s.
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In 1962, Hartfelder listed his firm’s address as 622 South Lake Avenue, in Pasadena,
but by 1970 his firm had moved to an office at 16897 Algonquin Street in Huntington
Beach. His obituary states that he moved to Huntington Beach in 1967 and a 1970
source places his home address at 3906 Humboldt Drive in Huntington Beach.

In the 1962 American Architects Directory, Hartfelder identified his architectural firm’s
areas of specialization as “residential,” “commercial,” “health facilities,” “scientific
structures” and “interior design.” The American Architects Directory of the era relied on
data submitted by individual architects who were encouraged to provide a listing of their
“principal works.” A partial list of Hartfelder’s works (all in California) include the (Dr.
John M.) Richards Medical Building (1961) at 1919 State Street in Santa Barbara, the El
Monte Medical Center Hospital (1960) in El Monte, the Orangeburg Dental Arts Building
(1961) in Modesto, and the Valley Medical-Dental Arts Building (1961) in Santa Maria
(described in the local newspaper as sporting a “folded plate roof’). When the American
Architects Directory was updated in 1970, Hartfelder added the Goleta Valley
Community Hospital (1964, with 1970 expansion) in Santa Barbara, the Colima Medical
Center (1965) in Whittier, the Del Rey Professional Building (1967) in Marina Del Rey,
the Pioneer Hospital (1968) in Artesia, and the Pacific Telephone Central Office (1969)
in Newhall. Over the years, many of these professional buildings have been renamed.

The May 29, 1969 issue of the Golden Coast News newspaper featured this architectural rendering and

an article announcing the coming construction of two five-story towers (each providing 150 beds) to the

Goleta Valley Community Hospital. Architect Hartfelder, who by 1969 had been designing hospitals and

medical professional buildings for well over two decades, was credited with the design of the proposed
modernist additions.
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Another of Hartfelder’s “mid-century modern” commissions, the Riverside Dentistry
office (1955) at 1855-1857 University Avenue, is recorded in Riverside’s “Citywide
Modernism Intensive Survey (September 2013)” prepared by the Historic Resources
Group of Pasadena. Hartfelder’s deft modernist touch can also still be seen in his
largely intact design of the building at 4560 Admiralty Way in Marina Del Rey (today
UCLA Health). The multi-story building, built in 1969 with an addition in 1973, features
massed geometric volumes with integrated metal brise-soleils.

In 1985, Hartfelder was recognized with a beautification award by the city of Chula Vista
for his office remodel of the city’s Eye Physicians Medical-Surgical Center at 681 Third
Avenue which he had designed in 1976.

A single source credits Hartfelder with the design of the “Cerritos Auto Square” and
various “Huntington Harbor homes.”

i
N P Tana e e
MRS. J. DON HARTFELDER|
. new president

Hartfelder was aided in his professional career by his wife, Angela (aka Mrs. J. Don Hartfelder), who
became the president of the Women'’s Architectural League, Southern California chapter, in 1965. The
women’s organization hosted lectures by prominent architects and held a variety of social events in
conjunction with the AlA chapter.

During his 40-year residency, Hartfelder was very involved in the Huntington Beach
community. He served as a Commodore of the Huntington Harbour Yacht Club, a
director of Liberty National Bank (based in the city), and served on the city’s Design
Review Board.

Hartfelder died on January 23, 2007.
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BUILDER

Dick McCarthy, Jr. (1926-2006)

Described as a “Designer, builder and developer,” McCarthy is shown in this circa 1965 publicity
photograph seated at a drafting table.

Richard Francis “Dick” McCarthy, Jr., was born on January 8, 1926, in Chicago, lllinois.
McCarthy attended Occidental College in Los Angeles, California, before beginning a
career in the building industry. McCarthy’s association with southern California’s
building history begins with his father who developed Hidden Springs Country Club
(1947) in Desert Hot Springs. Multiple newspaper articles chronicle McCarthy’s rise as
a residential builder of note in the late 1950s and early 1960s in the Pasadena area. By
1960, McCarthy had gained enough recognition in the industry to be referred to by a
Pasadena real estate writer as a “talented young builder.”

The circumstances of McCarthy’s association with architect J. Don Hartfelder, AlA, are
somewhat foggy but can be traced back at least as far as September of 1957 when the
two were mentioned in a newspaper article as partners in the design of a “contemporary
residence” at 1645 Sierra Bonita Lane in Pasadena. The flat-roofed residence was
notably more modern than other ranch-style residential offerings in Pasadena at the
time. As evidenced from their later collaborations, McCarthy and Hartfelder shared a
strong modernist design aesthetic.
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Featured in the real estate section of the September 8, 1957 issue of Pasadena’s Independent Star-News
newspaper, is a “contemporary residence” with architecture by “McCarthy, Zemke & Hartfelder, A.l.A.”
The rendering shows a modernist residence with a flat roof, open carport, vertical siding and overall
horizontality but, most importantly, it illustrates how far the modernist design aesthetic of McCarthy and
Hartfelder had matured a full eight years before their Tamarisk Gardens collaboration.

Perhaps sensing the burgeoning building opportunities to be found in the Coachella
Valley, McCarthy expanded his repertoire from individual residences to multi-unit
condominiums when he created the Tamarisk Gardens Development Corporation.
McCarthy’s 28-unit Tamarisk Gardens condominium apartments (1965, J. Don
Hartfelder, AIA) on Wonder Palms Road (today Frank Sinatra Drive) in Cathedral City
(today Rancho Mirage) were by far his largest and most ambitious project up to that
time. By then, McCarthy had also obviously honed his skills on the marketing side of
the business running an advertisement that described Tamarisk Gardens as the “most
beautiful garden home development,” and assuring prospective buyers that the complex
was in the “most prestigious setting on the desert with the privacy of a home but with all
the convenience and comfort of a modern luxury apartment.” A flattering article about
Tamarisk Gardens in the May 7, 1965 issue of the Desert Sun newspaper claimed that,
“The recent work of McCarthy and Hartfelder can be found in many issues of the major
architectural magazines and digests such as Town and Country, The Architectural
Digest and Interiors.” However, this assertion cannot be readily verified.
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DEVELOPER—Richard F. McCarthy, left, opened this week on Wonder Palms
with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Road, adjoining Tamarisk Country Club,
E. Griffin, are shown at Tamarisk Gar- The development is headed by McCarthy,
dens, luxurious new homes which were

This photograph of McCarthy at Tamarisk Gardens appeared in the March 4, 1966 issue of the
Desert Sun newspaper.

Post-Tamarisk Gardens, McCarthy’s building efforts through the 1970s and 1980s in the
Palm Springs area are documented in author Steve Treinen’s 2025 book, Canyon
Country Club: History and Design of Palm Springs’ Garden of Eden. According to
Treinen, “Dick McCarthy’s Canyon Site Corp. built the Canyon South condominium
complexes in five phases between 1974 and 1979...each phase of McCarthy’s Canyon
South condominiums is unique, while sharing common design elements from
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[Hungarian-born] architect Lazslo Sandor, AlIA.” McCarthy also used Sandor for his
Vista Canyon Condominiums (1979) west of South Palm Canyon Drive and, from 1980-
1986, for four freestanding single-family homes in Canyon Country Club and Andreas
Palms Estates. Treinen describes McCarthy as a “colorful local personality and prolific
real estate developer.”

Shown is McCarthy’s Canyon Springs condominium complex (1979, Lazslo Sandor) in Palm Springs. It
was showcased on a house tour during Modernism Week 2025.

Despite his impressive building record of quality residences and condominium
complexes, McCarthy is arguably best known for launching several successful legal
actions concerning the allegedly excessive building fees charged by local governments.
His attorney (Walter P. McNeill of Redding) claimed that McCarthy nearly single-
handedly revamped the fee systems in Riverside County and San Diego, as well as
other cities and counties. McNeill said, “He [McCarthy] was sort of a legend in his
pursuit of honest government.”

McCarthy’s 2006 obituary reported, “Prickly, tenacious and determined to correct what
he saw as government profiteering, McCarthy began his crusade in 1989 after balking
at fees charged for four custom homes he was building in Palm Springs. He argued
that cities throughout California were routinely overcharging developers and using the
money to subsidize unrelated government services. That amounted to a hidden tax, he
said, which was forbidden under state law.”

McCarthy died on March 31, 2006, in Palm Springs, California.
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OWNERS

1. December 21, 1964 — March 16, 1970. First American Title Insurance and Trust
Company acquires “28 Deeds of Trust, executed by Tamarisk Gardens Development
Corporation, a California corporation, in favor of Sterling Savings & Loan Association,
for $25,000 each” (for a total $700,000) and described as “Lots 1 through 29, inclusive,
of TRACT NO. 3129 as shown by map on file in Book 52 pages 36 & 37 of Maps,
Records of Riverside County, California.” Construction of Tamarisk Gardens started in
December of 1964.

2. March 16, 1970 — March 15, 1978. Brayton Realty Corp., a New York corporation,
acquires “Parcel 1: Lot 5 of Tract No. 3129 together with a 1/28t" interest in and to Lot
29 of said Tract No. 3129, as shown by map on file in Book 52 pages 36 & 37...to the
true point of beginning. Parcel 2: The exclusive right to use and occupy the covered

parking space designated as Space No. 5 and the open parking space designated as
Space No. 5 both located in Lot 29...Official Records of Riverside County, California.”

Curiously, the “When Recorded Mail To” address in the Grant Deed reads “Brayton
Realty Corp., c/o Mr. David L. Gersh, Milton A. Rudin Law Offices, 6922 Hollywood
Blvd., Hollywood, CA 90028.” More recently a celebrated author, Gersh has been
described as “a recovering corporate lawyer whose long and checkered career started
with his first deal, when he was sent to the great metropolis of New York for two days at
the behest of his boss, Mickey Rudin. It was to participate on behalf of Frank Sinatra in
the sale of a bedraggled Hollywood movie studio to a small funeral home company (now
known as Time-Warner). He returned two and a half months later, sidetracking a
promising future as an impoverished poet.” Milton A. “Mickey” Rudin, was a powerful
entertainment lawyer who, over his more than 50-year career, did legal work for Frank
Sinatra as well as a number of other Hollywood stars and entertainment business
figures. Rudin probably garnered the most attention in the media and in legal circles
because of Sinatra whom he represented for 33 years.

3. March 15, 1978 — November 7, 1996. Morton Howard and Harriett Howard, husband
and wife as joint tenants, acquire “Parcel 1: Lot 5 of Tract No. 3129 together with a
1/28™ interest in and to Lot 29 of said Tract No. 3129...to the true point of beginning.
Parcel 2: The exclusive right to use and occupy the covered parking space designated
as Space No. 5 and the open parking space designated as Space No. 5 both located in
Lot 29...0Official Records of Riverside County, California.”

Morton Howard was an avid amateur golfer whose name appeared frequently in New
York and California newspaper golf columns. In 1982 he qualified for one of four
available spots from the metropolitan New York area to play in the 28" Annual United
States Golf Association Senior Amateur Championship in Tucson, Arizona. Later,
Howard played in the 1987 AT&T Pebble Beach National Pro-Am paired with
professional golfer Mark Lye. An article about the Tamarisk Country Club, in the
January 10, 1984 issue of the Desert Sun newspaper, includes a list of the club’s
“Officers & Directors” and Howard is identified as the “Club Champion.”
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4. November 7, 1996 — January 17, 2013. Bedford Oil & Gas, Co., Inc., a California
Corporation, acquires Lot 5 (Parcels 1 and 2 as previously described). The “When
Recorded Mail To” address in the Grant Deed reads “Bedford Oil & Gas Co., Inc., Attn:
David L. Laven, #1202, 318-26'" Ave. S. W., Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2S 2T9.” Laven
passed away in 2012 after having practiced law for many years first with his brother and
later with his nephews. The Laven and Company firm continues to serve Calgarians as
a second-generation law firm. No information about Bedford Oil & Gas Co., Inc. has
been located, however, one source identifies Laven as the President.

5. January 17, 2013 — November 17, 2016. Bret M. Greenberg, a single man, acquires
Lot 5 (Parcels 1 and 2 as previously described).

6. November 17, 2016 — February 15, 2022. Sherrie Lynn Jones, a single woman, and
Tambra Ann Swafford, a single woman, as Joint Tenants acquire Lot 5 (Parcels 1 and 2
as previously described).

7. February 15, 2022 — April 29, 2025. Sherrie Lynn Jones and Tambra Ann Swafford,
who are married to each other, as Joint Tenants acquire Lot 5 (Parcels 1 and 2 as
previously described).

8. April 29, 2025 — Present. Ronald W. Marshall and Barbara Anne Marshall, husband
and wife, as joint tenants acquire Lot 5 (Parcels 1 and 2 as previously described).

DESIGNATION CRITERIA

Criterion 1: Events. The resource is associated with events that have made a
meaningful contribution to the nation, state or community. Tamarisk Gardens #5 is not
associated with any meaningful events.

Criterion 2: People. This criterion recognizes properties associated with the lives of
persons who made meaningful contributions to national, state or local history. Tamarisk
Gardens #5 is not associated with any persons who made a meaningful contribution to
history.

Criterion 3: History. The resource reflects or exemplifies a particular period of national,
state or local history. Built in 1965, Tamarisk Gardens (and by extension Tamarisk
Gardens #5) is a residential condominium complex sited in close proximity to a country
club (i.e., the Tamarisk Country Club). This establishes its local importance as part of
the post-World War Il development of the city of Rancho Mirage under the theme of
“Residential and Cooperative Communities, 1951 —1973.” Therefore, Tamarisk Gardens
#5 qualifies under designation Criterion 3 as it exemplifies a particular period in the

city’s history.

Criterion 4: Construction. The resource embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction. Tamarisk Gardens #5 is significant as a rare
example of Desert Modernist architecture expressed in a residential condominium
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complex. Tamarisk Gardens #5 displays many of the characteristics of the Desert
Modernist style including overall horizontality, massed geometric volumes, a flat roof,
deep overhangs, floor-to-ceiling glass, a blurred indoor-outdoor transition, an open
interior floor plan, and a stucco-clad exterior. Therefore, Tamarisk Gardens #5 qualifies
under designation Criterion 4 as a fine and largely intact example of the Desert
Modernist style,

Criterion 5: High Artistic Value. The resource presents the work of a master builder,
designer, artist, or architect whose individual genius influenced his age, or that
possesses high artistic value. The Tamarisk Gardens condominium complex (and by
extension Tamarisk Gardens #5) is significant as a notable collaboration of two highly
creative individuals, i.e., builder Richard F. McCarthy, Jr. (who also promoted himself as
a “designer”) and modernist architect J. Don Hartfelder. Hartfelder’s training at the USC
School of Architecture gave him the confidence to undertake a novel condominium
building design, i.e., the “fourplex.” With Tamarisk Gardens, Hartfelder showed that he
well understood the architectural advantages of building in the Desert Modernist style.
Finally, Hartfelder’s clever site plan created a dense concentration of 28 units (i.e.,
seven fourplexes) while still providing for parking, green space, and a communal pool
and dressing rooms. The successful collaboration of builder McCarthy and architect
Hartfelder resulted in a condominium residence of high artistic value which contributed
significantly to Rancho Mirage’s post-World War Il “built environment.” Therefore,
Tamarisk Gardens #5 qualifies under designation Criterion 5.

Criteria 6 and 7: Historic district attributes and pre-history do not apply.
INTEGRITY ANALYSIS (USING U.S. SECRETARY OF INTERIOR STANDARDS)
Integrity

Integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance. To be listed in the local
registry, a property must not only be shown to be significant under the criteria, but it also
must have integrity. The evaluation of integrity is sometimes a subjective judgment, but
it must always be grounded in an understanding of a property's physical features and
how they relate to its significance. Historic properties either retain integrity (that is,
convey their significance) or they do not. The definition of integrity includes seven
aspects or qualities. To retain historic integrity a property will always possess several,
and usually most, of the aspects. The retention of specific aspects of integrity is
paramount for a property to convey its significance. Determining which of these aspects
are most important to a particular property requires knowing why, where, and when the
property is significant. The following sections define the seven aspects and explain how
they combine to produce integrity.

Location

Location is the place where an historic property was constructed or the place where an
historic event occurred. The relationship between the property and its location is often
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important to understanding why the property was created or why something happened.
The actual location of a historic property, complemented by its setting, is particularly
important in recapturing the sense of historic events and persons. Except in rare cases,
the relationship between a property and its historic associations is destroyed if the
property is moved. Tamarisk Gardens #5 in the Tamarisk Gardens condominium
complex remains in its original location.

Design

Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and
style of a property. It results from conscious decisions made during the original
conception and planning of a property and applies to activities as diverse as community
planning, engineering, architecture, and landscape architecture. Design includes such
elements as organization of space, proportion, scale, technology, ornamentation, and
materials. A property’s design reflects historic functions and technologies as well as
aesthetics. Itincludes such considerations as the structural system; massing;
arrangement of spaces; pattern of fenestration; textures and colors of surface materials;
type, amount, and style of ornamental detailing. Original details, including the massing
of large geometric volumes, use of recessed elements, cornice features, etc., remain in
place. Deep and cantilevered eaves provide solar protection to windows and glass
sliding doors, allowing the open plan interior to be flooded by natural light. In the case
of Tamarisk Gardens #5, the essential characteristics of form, plan, space, structure,
and style have survived intact. Similarly, the structural system; massing; arrangement
of spaces; pattern of fenestration; and the type, amount, and style of detailing, have
survived largely intact.

Setting

Setting is the physical environment of a historic property. Whereas location refers to the
specific place where a property was built, or an event occurred, setting refers to the
character of the place in which the property played its historical role. It involves how,
not just where, the property is situated and its relationship to surrounding features and
open space. Setting often reflects the basic physical conditions under which a property
was built and the functions it was intended to serve. In addition, the way in which a
property is positioned in its environment can reflect the designer’s concept of nature and
aesthetic preferences. Although sited in a relatively dense grouping of fourplexes,
Tamarisk Gardens #5’s deeply-recessed entryway creates privacy and built-in planters
and green spaces (immediately to the west and adjacent to the structure) help soften
any urban feel by creating a parklike setting. The setting for Tamarisk Gardens #5
continues to reflect the architect’s original design relationship of site and structure.

Materials
Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular

period of time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic property.
The choice and combination of materials reveal the preferences of those who created
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the property and indicate the availability of particular types of materials and
technologies. Tamarisk Gardens #5’s large exterior expanses of earth-tone concrete
stucco create striking, relatively unadorned, geometric volumes. The pair of slightly
recessed obscure glass windows, combined with the deeply-recessed entryway,
compliment and emphasize this geometric massing which is best reflected on the
primary south fagade. Original thin-framed aluminum horizontal windows, and
aluminum-framed sliding glass doors, are intact and reflect the architect’s intent of
blurring the indoor-outdoor transition. For Tamarisk Gardens #5, the materials continue
to express the physical elements designed during the period of significance; the pattern
and configuration that forms the residence survive intact.

Workmanship

Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people
during any given period in history or prehistory. It is the evidence of artisans’ labor and
skill in constructing or altering a building, structure, object, or site. Workmanship can
apply to the property as a whole or to its individual components. It can be expressed in
vernacular methods of construction and plain finishes or in highly sophisticated
configurations and ornamental detailing. It can be based on common traditions or
innovative period techniques. Workmanship is important because it can furnish
evidence of the technology of a craft, illustrate the aesthetic principles of a historic or
prehistoric period, and reveal individual, local, regional, or national applications of both
technological practices and aesthetic principles. Examples of workmanship in historic
buildings include tooling, carving, painting, graining, turning, and joinery. For Tamarisk
Gardens #5, the workmanship is comprised of integral ornamental detailing reflected in
concrete stucco, glass and aluminum. The property continues to express a high degree
of contemporary period workmanship.

Feeling

Feeling is a property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period
of time. It results from the presence of physical features that, taken together, convey
the property’s historic character. For example, a rural historic district retaining original
design, materials, workmanship, and setting will relate the feeling of agricultural life in
the 19th century. Tamarisk Gardens #5 continues to express the desirable and
recognizable aesthetic of a modernist structure.

Association

Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a
historic property. A property retains association if it is the place where the event or
activity occurred and is sufficiently intact to convey that relationship to an observer.
Like feeling, association requires the presence of physical features that convey a
property’s historic character. For example, a Revolutionary War battlefield whose
natural and man-made elements have remained intact since the 18th century will retain
its quality of association with the battle. Because feeling and association depend on
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individual perceptions, their retention alone is never sufficient to support eligibility of a
property for the National Register. Tamarisk Gardens #5 is a fine example of modernist
architecture and an important example of a particular residential building type in Rancho
Mirage. Accordingly, it continues its association with patterns of events that have made
a meaningful contribution to the local history.

INTEGRITY SUMMARY: Tamarisk Gardens #5, in the Tamarisk Gardens condominium
complex, appears to be in excellent condition due to the use of construction materials
suitable for the harsh desert environment. It also continues to fully represent the
original Modernist design intent of architect J. Don Hartfelder, specifically, simple,
massed geometric volumes and overall horizontality. With minor modification, the
original footprint of Tamarisk Gardens #5 remains intact. Further, exteriors remain
intact and the integrity of location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association is still clearly discernible. This integrity analysis concludes that Tamarisk
Gardens #5 and its accompanying site still possess all seven aspects of integrity to a
degree that qualifies it for designation as a City of Rancho Mirage Historic Resource.

31



APPENDIX |

Maps and Site Plans
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Urbana Preservation & Planning, LLC

Tamarisk Gardens #5’s geographical location (not to scale).
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Google Earth view of Tamarisk Gardens #5 (70152) in Tamarisk Gardens.
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This map shows the Tamarisk Gardens condominium complex at center with Da Vaal Estates and
Tamarisk Villas condominium complexes to the west. Tamarisk Country Club is to the east.
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TAMARISK GARDENS

Seven fourplexes = 28 units

70140 §*70138

This site plan shows all seven fourplexes (28 units), parking areas, roundabouts, sidewalks, community
pool and dressing rooms. Tamarisk Gardens #5’s street address (70152) is circled in red.
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Map of Tract No. 3129 dated July 1968. Tamarisk Gardens #5 (lot #5) is filled in with red. Note the north
directional arrow at upper left (i.e., top is east).
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This slightly distorted circa 1965 image provides an excellent overview of Hartfelder’s fourplex design.
Although modernist architect Val Powelson had used the fourplex concept just a few years earlier in his
nearby Da Vaal Estates* (1960), there are some notable design differences that warrant comment. While
Powelson’s Da Vaal Estates approach is clever and certainly architecturally exuberant, it is also rigidly
geometric and is best described as a “cruciform” design. Hartfelder’s fourplex design, with its well-
articulated floor plans, creates a far more “integrated” result. In short, Hartfelder’s identical floor plans fit
together like “puzzle pieces.” While opinions may vary, some might argue that the Hartfelder design
dramatically increases options for zoning and better captures the single-family home experience. (Note:
this vintage image of a generic Tamarisk Gardens fourplex has been modified to illustrate the position of
Tamarisk Gardens lot #5 and its abutting lots).

* From the historic resource survey (page 193): “It remains unclear why the ‘Da Vaal' Estates differs in spelling from the ‘Da Vall’
family, though it is clear that the two are closely related.”
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RIVERSIDE,CA Page 1 ofd Printed 0a 343 1/2026 4:06:49 PM L e
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EXHINT A
Oatod; February 15, 2022 LECAL DESCRIPTION
BUYERS:
TR LA ESFEREES T MEREM MEOW IS ETUATES B Th CITY OF RAMCHO MILAGH, COUNTY
RIVERSEDE, £7ATE OF CALBCENLR, ANE) 1§ DIACHEMD A8 FOLLOWE

\
Sherrie Eyrin Jonee— Tambra Ann Swafford

AT 39 OF AT TRACT
o7 Cuiroman Kb BRRH B

AY RRLOSY

A notary public or other officar compiating this certificate.
Yories ony e enl%y of e Indvduel who sned the
it corticae s stached, o
sccu of

O 2, TIRRMCE SOUTI 00 O W AN A DRFTANCH
o T4 JOUTH 8F 4F OF BAST. &

of Caftfonis. RS | ss: 'l': ﬁl‘K ‘l“-ﬂl‘.ﬂ
County of pear e )
on __2y5.2ma vetore me, _Ja b Taconas [
a Notary Public, persanaty sppeared __ S hetie Lyvpw Jomes TV ERCLEWVY 10K ANDCOCLPY I QUNIZIS PASICND LPACE TRISHATES &8 BPACT 1)
3 AND T OFEN PAREIM) BPACE DRENWATID A5 SPACL o
TAmbea ~ Swa FF ol AD AU B FLAT MAP ATITE A 1k, 156 AD TR m gt ser R

subecibed i RECEST OF KIVEREDT CORMTY, CALE

‘who proved to me on
the wehin insirument and acknowledgad to me that heleheithey exscutsd the seme in hiaherithels authorized
capacty(e). and Sl by hiabecthek sigusbres)on she lnsimant e peron(. o e enly o beblof
‘which the person(s) actod, exocuted the in

| centty under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of Calfornia thal the foregoing paragraph is
and correct

s 2]

WITNESS my hand and offiial se;

Sgnature (Sest)

Grant Dooz Lot Sare 215002 113 My 169
RTGRANTDEES (0S| Rov. OTI17/16) 82083148

EIVERSENLCA Pugd o4 Priannd w1 U0 400009 P

RIVERSIDE,CA Page 3 of 4 Printed on 3/31/2026 4:06:49 PM
[
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DOC # 2016-0640610
12082015 03:25 PU Fees: $28.00
RECORDING RECUESTED BT, g2
Recorde in Official Recorts
ORANGE COAST TITLE Courty of Riveeaias
Peler Adon
IEN RECORDED MAIL T
L e * Assesacr Caurdy Clarc Reconder
Sourrie Lyne Jonun s Twrors A Swatiord
70152 Frank Sinatra Drive
T ocironigaly auem b

+ Rancho mirage, CA. 92270 ol St s ety e

Fioosipld by: GLALIDIA #081

rlor s 210182810142
Excrrm o, BAGTO
AP 674200054 TRA: 17047

SPACE ABGVE THIS UHE 15 FOR RECORDER'S (SE
GRANT DEED
THE UNDERSIGNED GRANTOR(S) DECLARE(S)
DOCUMENTARY TRANSFER TAX 1S 5 271,15 CITY TRANSFER TAX IS 5.00
[x]  computad on full vaiue of property conveyed, or
[ computed on full vaiue less valus ofiens or encumbrances remaining al ime of saje.
I unincoporstedares [ x| City of Rancho Mirags AND

FOR A VALUABLE CONSIDERATION, receipl ef which is heraby acknowladgad,
Brat M. Greenbarg, a single man

heraby GRANT(S) 1o

Sharrie Lynn Jones, a Single Woman and Tambra Ann Swafford, a Single Woman as Joint Tenants
fellowing describar resl peaperty in the County of Riverside, State of Califormia:

Ses ExhiblL"A" atlached herets and made & part hereof for compésts legal dascriptor
AKA: 70152 Frank Sinatra Drive, Rancho Mirags, GA 52270
Datad: November 17, 2016

A notary pubic or olher offices completing ths
ol the

hthis
oL the truthiulness,
ont,

attacha:

Carincrsss e

eriroey o vty of e S |
oo Lok Alpgefes 5.

on e oy 25, ol s, Tl éf;mﬁzzm Notary Puti —

‘o pravasi 1o e on e basls of sallsiaciory ukdence 1o ba he nerson s woss Rl [He SUERCrEnd 1 T wilin instrument
e Dy hisesiluie

the
Al on tha nstrumant the parsan, or e enlty upson bieks¥ of which the persond, acied, eecLtsd the INStTamSOL
| corkdy undder PENALTY OF PERJURY unclar (h ke of he Stats of Gafformia that Uhe foregrire parsqraph is irse snd cormsce,

WITNESS iy had and i seal,

Signalues _ $
Signatirn o

Commission Eciraion 0sk: /' L f Zak F

MALL TAX STATEMENTS TCx: S n CA

RIVERSIDE,CA Page | of 2 Printed on 3/31/2026 4:06:49 PM
Decument: DD} 2016.540610

Branch :025,User JECR Comment: Station 14 :VR&4.

DOC #2016-0540610 Page 2 of 2

Exhibit “A™
Parcet 1:

Lot 3 of Trut No. 3125, together with n 1/281h interestin and 10 10t 39 of said Tract No. 3129, as shewn by Map on fl fs Bock 52,

Page(s) 36 200 37 of Maps, Recerds of Riverside County, California; '

Excepting froun said Lot 29, that partion thereof described as follow:

(Coomencing st the Nartiives,coreer of suid Lot 29; thence Sawth 00° 43' 1" Eaat,  distance of 18,00 fee o the e point af
begluning; thence contiouing South 00* 13° 10" Esst, a distancs of 361,35 feet; thence Norih 80° 47" Easta distugee of 9,00 feeg;
theae Nordh 00" 03" 11" West, a distarce of 261,32 feet; theas Scuth B9° 58" 30" Wesl, a distance of 9.00 foet o he krve point of
béginning.

Parel 2

The exchisive right @ _ Sand i designaied as
Mo 5, losated in Lok 29 of Tract B, 3129, a shown by Pt bsp recerded Decenbar 12, 1967 s Tnirumn o, 108526 of
Offcial Reconss of Riversice County, Calfarmia

RIVERSIDE,CA Page 2 of2 Printed on 3/31/2026 4:06:40 PM
Document: DD 2016 540610
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DOC # 2013-0056460
02/0172013 08:00 AM Fees: $28.00
~ Page 1 0f2 Doc T Tax Paid
o ——— Recorded in Official Records
Gones o TG County of Riersi
Larmy W, Ward
AND WHEN RECORDED MAL T0: Assessor, County Clark & Recorder
BratM. Gree
950 Hancock Ave, #101 e S N
West Hollywoo, document was slectronicaly siam
A CAioooeg 1 the Cauny of Riveraide forrecordnge
Receipied by: MABRERA
TRA #017-017
ORDEK USE CNLY.
oo TEGRTAD Excrow No.: HOMLOL
GRANT DEED
THE UNDERSIGNED GRANTOR(S). DECLARELS)
'DOCUMENTARY TRANSFER TAX s $134.15
) computed onfl s of pogecy conveyed, o
It sttime of sale.
[ m Cyet
FOR A VALUABLE ol

Bedford Oil and gas Co., Inc., a California Corporation

heraty GRANT(s) to:

s, s

T e o, e

(o Koun as: 70152 Frank Sinera e, Rarcho Mirage, CA &
APH: 6742

Canada
Province of Albeﬂl

[DATED Jomusry ’kﬁiﬂam Ge reral of the
STATE OF itod States of America  Bedford OF and gas Ca., Inc, a Califomia Corporation

i mo__‘@- Ft o torsd BF
L AR Ayel e

o Broved 1 3¢ on e bass o atafcioy wcercn o be

. 3 g 1o me Mal heisheley.
sxcuted e same in kst a i),
and that signature(s) cn the instrument 1o

whhlwhl-:mbmluuna Richard Heneiban.

Woviss oy o
Consul o .

/r \ ,1/\ United States of America
L MAIL AS mECTﬂ | ABOVE:

Page | of2 Printed on 3/31/2026 4:06:50 PM
Document: DD 20!; 56460
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DOG #2013-0055460 Paga 2 of 2 02/01/2013 08:00 AM

Order No, 210144405310

P 1

Lot 3o Tract No. 3129, ot wi
FPagets) 36304 37.f Mups, Records af

Excepting fram sai Lot 29, hal partiea shereol descrbed us follaws:

P

1 e Mot e o | it
East,

o1 e i afbegincing:
s Aot

8 distance 0f 201,32 fer;
Thence South 8 30 3 Weor o datine of 500 o the e [pr—

Purel 2+
The ene fesive right

Saeee No. 3, beated in Lot 390 f Trues No, 3126 s shoum by Pt i pok e Jz ¥ty 109326 of
Tl Resords o Rieri Coty O o

RIVERSIDE,CA Page 2 of 2 Printed on 3/31/2026 4.06:50 PM
Document: DD 2013, 56460
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Farsud 1z 0¢ S of Track B, 1T eapriber vith & 10 Interast in el
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AT ot the
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O N
Escrow No. ~-338-2448

LowaNo. Tamarisk Cardens

evelopnent Corp.

WHEN RECORDED MAIL TO:

BRAYTON REALTY

©/o Mr. David L.

Wi3eon A Kadin zae oftices
6922 Hollywood Bivd.
Hollywood, California 90028

rACs ABOVS TS Lk F0n Ascompens s

AL TAX STATEMENTS TO
DOCUMENTARY TRANIER TAX §_S3_ 245
Same as Above Addressee.

W Ay

CORPORATION GRANT DEED
FOR A VALUASLE CONSIDERATION, rosit of wich I hersuy scknowhedgsd,

FXRor AXERICAN TRUST COMPAXY, SOCCESSOR TRUSTEE 10 FIAST MMERICAN TITLS
INSURANCE & TRUST COMPANY, TRUSTEE UNDER TRUST NO. P-2

» corporstion sepin ndr the lawe of the Swie of  California . docs harety

Arrroas e

i GRANTI0 BRAYTON REALTY CORP., A NEW YORK CORPORATION

e reol roowrty in v QD unincorporated a
County ot Rivarside L S of Calforns, deserbed &
Bazcel 1+ Lot S of Tract Ko, 3129 together with a 1/28th interesc in and
= %o Lot 29 of said Tract No. 312 shown by Yap on il in Book 52, pages
ounty, California lmrrzuﬁ £xom
CNRTRCING ot the

Tharoot dessribea s
29: thance South 0903710° East, a distance
18.00 feot to the true point of  peginning: ehence continuing South 35503 10
East, a distance of 261.35 foet) North 89°47° Zast, a distance of
3,00 sest; thence Borth 300537 10% Nenc, + alstance of 3e1133 feety thance
at, a distance of 9.00 fost to the true point of beginning.
Ce1 21 Tha .ewcLuALve Tight to ure and o octugy the coveced parking spese

tad 2. Spac )
. Doth located in Lot 29 of Tract No. 3129, as shown by Map attached to a
| document recorded Decesber 12, 1967 52 Tnatrument No. 103226 ot otticial
i Records of Riverside County, Califo
Tnis conveyance i3 made and .(.cupbld .md said property is heredy
granted ugon and subject to each and all of the covenants, condition:,
A restriotions and revervarions concatnod th shat cereain
Declaration of Restrictions, racordsd
¥o. 120111 of orzicial fac
also in ths
2 Dacsn
o2 mivoraie
o sz tncorzo

g wrtzon s ot

¥sin ard
Eiough h\r:xn sat foceh at
e aDresch thozeot ahall not daks
1 GE'any moriqage of dacd of trust sede in 9ood Faith snd for valve.

Subject to covenants,
rights of way of rezord ané ancu

2servasions, s
rences, if ary.

puasny g prateses

Alfo subject to all unpaid texes and spacial asseasnents.

BIRET AMERICAN
TRUSTEE TC PIRST,

COMPRNY, SUCCESSOR
RICAR FITLE INSURANCE
LMDER TRUST NO.

[ E——
MAIL TAX STATEMINTS AS DIRESTED ABOVE T
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HECEIVED "OR LECORD

ot 4, T
e -? d
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2

>

PLACE INTERNAL BEVENUE STAMPS IN THIS SPACE

CORPORATION GRANT LEED
FOR A VALUAME CONSIDERATION, receipt of which is hereby acknorurledgmd,

TEFRARLSK CAMESS URVELUMEEI LUBPURATTON.
* corporstion crgeniaed under the Jews of the Sesle of Caiffornia . doss
GRANTY 0  FIBST AMERICAK TTTLE INSURANCE & TRUST COMPANY,

the real property i the Courty of Riverside,
Sewte of Caliornie, described ae:

Lots 1 through 29, inclusive, of TRACT WO. 3129, a5 shown by map on file in
pages 36 & 37 of Maps, Records of Riverside County, California.

Subjece to:
23 Deeds. of Trust, execured by Tamarisk Gard

corporaticn, in favor of Seerling Savings and Loan Associatiom, for 25,000,
and recorded concurrently berewith.

This cooveyance is made
te cach and all of rhe zovenants
in that certain Declaration of Xestrictions recorded December 30,1965 as
of Official Records of Riverside Coun
whice by this reference theretoc are incorporated herein a!
Ealiy as though herein se: forth at length; provided,
oot defeat or render invalid the lien o:
and for value.

. thzt a breach
L 27 mortgage or {eed of trust made

N WTNESS WHEBEDF, ssid corporstion has caused it corporsty vemx snd seai 1o b offxed
and this * 1o be dbyim___ Prosicient snd_ s

hreby

a California corporation,

Book 52

ens Developeent Corporatiom, a California

00 each,

and accepred and said property is hereby granted upon and subfect
» condirions and restrictioms and reservations contained

inscrument
ty, Caiifornia,

made a part of this grant as

thereof shall
in good faith

L

ENPUILD Sy BUROTING.
Py Decesber 17, 1964

Ses!)
TIATE OF CAUFOmNLA *
coumery
Kiverside
oD Y 2L, long
ety my. the ordertigued, & Netery Publc = ml for il

Canty and Toats. pieturally someeot e

Jack 1.. Degter

Ovder No

Fserow o Loan No__ 472354

o) TR On 1 ida
Pukis w1 et A awed Clsery. k. Shciy. "
e Temee LA e e T

Ve

0BFST/
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APPENDIX 1l

ADVERTISEMENTS, PHONEBOOK EXCERPTS, AND ADDITIONAL PHOTOGAPHS

¥
TAMARISK GARDENS

Through simplicity, thorough design and enhanced
by unique contemparary appointments and conven-
iences, Tamarisk Gardens affords the buyer a resi-

dence with the privacy of a home blended with

the comforts of luxury apartment living.

Located on Wander Palms Road in a most prestigious
area, Tamarisk Gardens is adjacent to the sprawling
beauty of Tamarisk Country Club, one of the desert’s
finest private golf clubs. To the west are the sereie
grounds of the Wonder Palms Hotel, long a fav-
orite retreat of many of the nation’s notables.

Tamarisk Gardens is only eight miles southeast of
the heart of Palm Springs, providing convenience
without congestion. Two airports serving both pri-
vele and commercial aircraft, are minutes away.
Tamarisk Gardens is a FEE TITLE ownership
development. You, the owner possess deed

to your own individual home and land.

; For Further Informotion Visit, Phone or Write
TAMARISK GARDENS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATICON
e e
ha VY y ’
‘@? $p CATHEDRAL CITY, CALIFORNIA 7%

Phone 714 328-3464 ™

—— / -'.' 3
S /‘/‘_« \'\/
= s an "L 4

) P, K“l3’<;\
,:’W; < j"“‘-)'.‘l \g
— /)' Ay ' ~ s :

s - LSRR
e e ——
! } 2 “.. "r.zaa

} o
» . ot - e

The January 26, 1966 issue of the Los Angeles Times newspaper ran this effusive advertisement
(recolored for ease of reading) for Tamarisk Gardens. While most advertisements for the condominium
complex were run in the local Desert Sun newspaper, this pitch was apparently an attempt to tap into a

more urban, if not sophisticated, clientele.
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G

TAMARISK GARDENS

PREVIEW - SHOWING
FURNISHED
MODEL

FEE TITLE
CONDOMINIUM

LOCATED AT
TAMARISK COUNTRY CLUB

Tomarisk Gardens Development Corporation

70.070 Wonder Palms Road Cathedral City, California
TELEPHONE: 328-3464

This advertisement for Tamarisk Gardens (showing the 70-070 Wonder Palms Road address which
corresponds to the Wonder Palms Hotel address) appeared in the September 4, 1965 issue of the Desert
Sun newspaper. The header sports the quirky midcentury font used for the complex’s marketing
materials.

You are invited to inspect this most beautiful garden home de-
velopment. Certainly, the most prestigious setting on the desert
with the privacy of a home but with all the convenience and
q comfort of @ modern luxury apartment.

Tamarisk Gardens is on Wonder Palms Road adjoining Tamarisk
Country Club. The recreation area provides a swimming pool
with covered rooms and a covered loggia with facilities for
outdoor entertaining.

Tamarisk Gardens is a FEE TITLE ownership development, you,
the owner possess a deed to your own individual home and
land.

TAMARISK GARDENS

70-070 WONDER PALMS ROAD
POST OFFICE DRAWER G
CATHEDRAL CITY, CALIFORNIA
TELEPHONE 328-3464

Shown is an advertisement (recolored for ease of reading) for Tamarisk Gardens that appeared in the
May 27, 1966 issue of the Desert Sun newspaper.
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Houses For Sale

Palm Sprlngs 89
J d J & 3 3 9
HAVEN T YOU SEEN
MAGNIFICENT

Tamarisk Gardens?

CONCERT GRAND SIZE
APT. RESIDENCES

ON WONDER PALMS ROAD
NEXT TO THE ENTRANCE
OF TAMARISK COQUNTRY CLUB

Each on Its Own Lot
You Alone Have

Full Title to the Land

EXPECT TO BE ENVIED
WHEN YOUR FRIENDS SEE
YOUR TOTALLY CHIC HOME
IN ITS PARK LIKE SETTING

AT CASUALLY ELEGANT

TAMARISK GARDENS

AND THE PRICES & TERMS
ARE UNBELIEVABLY EASY

MODELS OPEN DAILY
MIKE JEKYLL
ASSOCIATES

Largest on the Desert
PALM SPRINGS
457 North Palm Conyon—3282734
PALM DESERT

73-918 Highway 111—FI1 6-7190
P ) TS R S el Jaaid

This advertisement (recolored for ease of reading) appeared in the March 19, 1966 issue of the Desert
Sun newspaper. It told prospective Tamarisk Gardens buyers that they should “EXPECT TO BE ENVIED”
in their new "TOTALLY CHIC HOME.”
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Buyers Guide to Medallion Homes

To find today's electrically modern homes in every
price range look for the Medalllon Home Award.
You're years ahead in a Medallion Home because
it's equipped with the features-of-the-future today.
Requirements Include a flameless electric kitchen
with major appliances, full "Housepower™ wiring
and abundantlighting. Anall-electric GOLD Medal-
lion Home gives you these features plus flameless
elactric heating and electric water heating.

PALM SPRINGS

Patten-Wild, Inc.
73.730 Highway 111 Ph: FI 61718

CATHEDRALC!TY

Berton L. Lamb, Genera! Contraclor
Cathedral Plaza Bulding

68-530 Broadway Phi 328-3221
William A, Foster

824 North Riverside Drive Ph: 325-6827 Greenwald-Knutson

68-508 Broadway Ph: 3231111
Kellogg-Metropolitan Builders

715 North Paim Canyon Drive Ph: 324-8118 DESERT HOT SPRING

Thor Fredericksen Jr Wright & Son, 66-040 Pierson Blvd. Ph: 3235310

677 Thorhill Drive Ph: 325-6831 Bob Ritchle, Genera! Contracter

Fred C. Morrison Co. 12540 Palm Drive Pa: 320-5649

7 North Sunrise Ph: 327.3044
UL o PALM SPRINGS
Press Construction Co,, Inc.
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This advertisement for Tamarisk Gardens (recolored for ease of reading) appeared in the October 23,
1965 issue of the Desert Sun newspaper. Medallion Homes was a marketing campaign from the late
1950s to the 1970s promoting all-electric, "modern” living. Supported by utilities, these homes featured
electric appliances, heating, and lighting, often marked with a bronze or gold plaque near the entryway.
To earn a Gold Medallion, homes needed an electric clothes dryer, range, dishwasher, waste disposal,
refrigerator, and heating system. The program’s goal was to boost electric adoption by demonstrating
that all-electric homes were efficient and luxurious.
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SEE THIS BEAUTIFUL GARDEN
HOME DEVELOPMENT—

A FEE TITLE OWNERSHIP OF
BOTH HOME AND LAND

Adjoining Tamarisk Country
Club on Wonder Paims Read

TAMARISK
GARDENS

70-070 Wender Palms Road
Cathedral City, Calif.

Telephone 328-3464

This frequently used advertisement for Tamarisk Gardens emphasizing the benefit of “FEE TITLE
OWNERSHIP OF BOTH HOME AND LAND” appeared in the April 20, 1966 issue of the Desert Sun
newspaper.
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WONDER PALMS RD (Ave 38)
(Tamarisk) (Cathedral City Post
Office)—N from Hiway 111, E of
Cathedral City

DaVall dr begins

70-070 Wonder Palms Hotel

Tamarisk Gardens Develop
Corp ©
McCarthy R F jr

70-105 Milner W B ©

70-110-166 Tamarisk Gardens

70-117 Kirby EW ©

70-129 Marx D F @

70-140 Sinn J L. ©

70-142 Borwick CM ©

70-144 McCarthy R F jr @

Crown Rlty & Inv

70-146 Griffin N E @

70-201-276-285 Chetkovich Michl ©

This excerpt from the 1967 Palm Springs Directory of Householders, County Area (aka a “reverse
directory”) shows that Tamarisk Gardens had already been assigned a range of addresses (i.e., from 70-
110 to 70-166) on Wonder Palms Road. Note that a number of units had already been occupied.

CONCRETE—READY MIX
COACHELLA VALLEY ROCK & SAND CO,
36-711 Cathedral Canyon Dr, Cathedral
City, Box HH, 32 8-2131

CONDOMINIUMS
CANYON VIEW ESTATES, 2478 Sierra Ma-
dre, 32 7-1246
TAMARISK GARDENS (adjoining Tamarisk
Country Club and Wonder Palms Hotel),
70-070 Wonder Palms Rd, CC, 32 8-2121,
32 8-3464, 32 5-2974

CONSTRUCTION—LANDSCAPING
TALAVERA’'S NURSERY, 650 Oleander Rd,
32 7-1777, Res 32 7-2154

The concept of a “condominium” was only starting to gain traction in the mid-1960s. This 1965 Palm
Springs Directory, The “Yellow Book” entry identifies only Tamarisk Gardens and Canyon View Estates

(1962, Palmer & Krisel) as “condominiums.”
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Palm Springs
Development
Completed

PALM SPRINGS—One of the
newest and most luxurious
apartment projects in the Palm
Springs area, Tamarisk Gar
dens, located at 70-070 Wonder
Palms Road, just off Highway
111 and adjacent to thé exclusive
Tamarisk Country Club, has
been completed by Richard F.
McCarthy Jr., designer, de-
veloper and builder.

The $1,100,000 development is
but a prelude for the young
and vigorous McCarthy who is
even now planning a multi-mil-
lion dollar 30-acre project
direcfly across the street from
Tamarisk Gardens and the
Tamarisk Country Club.

This new ‘Kroject which he Is
studying with Harry Taylor, the
owner of the land involved, calls

—

— - -

. i

—

—
e —— . - S i d e P A e

for the construction of 225 ,:r-
den apartment homes and fea-
tures a magnificent tennis club.

For the present, however,
McCa is concentrating on
Tamarisk Gardens which is es-|,
sentially a fee title Illl\ll.d
residential community develop-
ment based upon a condominiym
type concept of ownership man.
agement,

The average sale price of
these apartments, located as
they are In a most prestigious
area, is $30,000, and répre-
sent just about the last word in
the combination of the privacy
of a home with the luxury of
apartment living.

This article appeared in the April 2, 1966 issue of the Los Angeles Evening Citizen News (Hollywood)
newspaper. It alludes to a future development project of the “young and vigorous” McCarthy (across the
street and to the south of Tamarisk Gardens) which never came to fruition. Interestingly, it fixes the value
of the “luxurious” Tamarisk Gardens complex at $1,100,000 and the price per apartment at $39,000 each.
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OUTDOOR PLEASURE—Patio and garden of Tamarisk Gardens apartment are
directly accessible to kitchen, master bedroom, dining room and living room,

‘For Desert Commuters

Newly completed proj-
ect in the Palm Springs
area is Tamarisk Gar-
dens, a $1.1 million con-
dominium apartment
complex, designed 1o
combine the privacy of a
home with the conveni-
ence and luxury of a
prestige apartment at a
price tag of $39,000, ac-
cording to Richard F.
McCarthy Jr., designer-
builder-developer.

Located adjacent 1o
Tamarisk Country Club
on Wonder Palms Road
just off Highway 111, the
28-unit. project actually is
McCarthy's prelude to his

J0-acre development to
be built directly” across
the street on property
owned by Harry Taylor,
He and Taylor are mak-
ing plang for 225 garden
apartments and a tennis
club on the land,

For the present, Mc-
Carthy is concentrating
on Tamarisk Gardens,
fee title planned com-
munity designed to keep
pace with the living
standards of the Holly-
wood and sports notables
who live in the area.

The 28 apartment
homes in Tamarisk Gare
dens each contain 1,760

square feel of living
space, plus 615 square
feet in patio and private
garden court areas,

The units contain sep-
arate dining rooms, dou-
ble fireplaces, two bed-
rooms, two baths and
dressing room with an
additional  third  guest
bedroom or study with
built-in desk and book-
shelves.

Each unit is air condi-
tioned and has private
patio and parking facili-
ties.

Available to all resi-
dents is the recreation

Turn to Pg. 31, Col. 1

This article entitled “For Desert Commuters” appeared in the April 3, 1966 issue of the Los Angeles Times
newspaper. It shows a photograph of a Tamarisk Gardens “garden room” and informs readers that the
Tamarisk Gardens condominiums were “designed to combine the privacy of a home with the convenience
and luxury of a prestige apartment.”
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(Continued from previous page.)

DESERT

Continued from First Page
homes in Tamarisk Gar-
dens area which includes a
swimming pool, dressing
rooms and covered log-
gia for outdoor cntertain-
ing.

Located midway bhe-
tween Palm Springs and
Palm Degert in an area
of luxury residences, Tam-
arisk Gardens offers
homes that are relatively
modest in price by com-
parison, McCarthy points
out. .

Maintenance and land-
scaping is handled by pro-
fessional  help which is
paid ont of a monthly fee
administered by the own-
er's association,
—GEORGE LUNDGREN

)
I
G

INDIJ

: oglz':r
AN

S SPOT—Map
locates Tamarisk Gardens,

The April 3, 1966 issue of the Los Angeles Times newspaper article provided a helpful map to
Tamarisk Gardens.
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" One ol the newesl and most
Tuxurious apartment projécts
in the Palm Springs area,
Tamarisk Gardens, lecated at
070 Wonder Palms Road,
just off Highway 111 and ad-
jacen| to the Tamarisk Coun-
try Club, has been completed
by Richard F. McCarlhy Jr.,
designer, developer and build-
€r. .

The $1,100,000 development
is but 2 prelude for McCarthy
who is planning a multi-mil-
lion doller 30-acre project di-

rectly across the streel from
Tamarisk Gardens.

~ For the present, however,
McCarthy is concentrating on
Tamarisk Gardens which is es-
sentially a fee title planned
regidential communily devel-
opmerl baséd upon a condo-
minium-type concept of own-
ership and menagement,

The average sale price of

these apartments is $39,000,

Palm Springs Luxury
Home Project Complete|

McCarlhy has 17 years of |

mojéct design, development
and construction behind him
including a luxury heme proj-
act in the Pasadena area
where he designed and huilt
homes in the $33,000 to $250,-
000 price class. :

McCarthy's Tamarisk Gard-

‘ens project is located -about

halfway between Palm Springs
and Pzlm Desert,

" Fach apartment - home in
Tamarisk Gardens -confains
1760 square feet of living
space plus an additional 615
square feet of patio and pri
vale garden cour(s., :

Among the [eatures, aside
from" fee tille ownership, to

heme and land, are separate |

dining rooms, marble and wal-
nut panefed double fireplaces,
{wa bedroorns, two baths and
dressing room .with an addi-
tional third guest bedroom or
study with built-in desk and
bapkshelves,

This article appeared in the April 10, 1966 issue of the Independent Star News (Pasadena) newspaper.
Three articles about Tamarisk Gardens appeared in out-of-area newspapers on April 2nd, April 3rd, and
April 10th of 1966. Aside from plugging Tamarisk Gardens, one can speculate that McCarthy was seeking
investors, or interest in, his “multi-million dollar 30-acre” future development (never realized) south of
Tamarisk Gardens.
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The May 7, 1965 issue of the Desert Sun newspaper showed this photograph captioned “WHIRLYBIRDS
were used this week to place air conditioners atop the Tamarisk Gardens homes under construction on
Wonder Palms Road near Highway 111. The action photo at top was made as Pilot Don Landell lowered
one of the units into position, an operation which took an average of a minute and a half per unit for the
entire job.”
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LATEST RECIPIENT of the White Horse merce executive secretary Roger Cour-

award for exemplary cuisine, warmth, tin (C), presents the plaque to hotel
fine service and genuine hospitality on owner Al Agron (R) and Tamarisk Gar-
the desert was the Wonder Palms Hotel. dens developer Richard McCarthy.

Here, British-American Chamber of Com-

This photograph appeared in the April 10, 1965 issue of the Desert Sun newspaper showing Al Agron, the
owner of the Wonder Palms Hotel, receiving the White Horse award (given by the British-American
Chamber of Commerce) for “exemplary cuisine, warmth, fine service and genuine hospitality.” Notably,
Tamarisk Gardens developer Richard McCarthy is also shown (left). McCarthy’s appearance in the
photograph was likely in recognition of the host of services and amenities provided by the hotel staff to
Tamarisk Gardens owners. Those services were often advertised as a major benefit to potential buyers.
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A circa 1960 color postcard of the Wonder Palms Hotel. The reverse reads “G-206—WONDER PALMS
HOTEL NEAR PALM SPRINGS” which is further captioned, “A luxurious resort hotel nestled in an original
California date garden.”

One Tamarisk Gardens unit still retains its original door escutcheons.
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Publicity photograph of Tamarisk Gardens unit living room (note two-sided fireplace) circa 1965.

Publicity photograph of Tamarisk Gardens unit living room circa 1965.

57



TAMARISK GARDENS

Tamarisk Gardens through simplicity, thorough
design, and enhanced by unique contemporary
appointments and cornveniences, affords the buyer
a residence with the privacy of a home blended
with the comforts of luxury apartment living

At Tamarick Gardens your individuality and

privacy are respected. Special attention has been
given to good sun and light control. Views are
unobstructed by overhead wires. Charming private
patios in each unit and a spacious recreation

area enhance the full enjoyment of the desert climate.
Individual air conditioning of each unit assures
perfect all seasons temperature control.

Tamarisk Gardens homes are surrounded with
artistic landscaping and lighting designed to
compliment interior decor. Mature trees

and sophisticated planting provide a magnificent
setting for your future home. Easy access to
covered parking spaces i provided. Additional
guest parking is available. The recreation area
offers a swimming pool, dressing rooms and covered
loggia with facilities for outdoor entertaining.

Located in a most prestigious area, Tamarisk
Gardens is adjacent to, on the east, the sprawling
beauty of Tamarick Country Club, one of the
deserts finest private golf clubs. To the west are

the serene grounds of the Wonder Palms Hotel,

long a favorite retreat of many of the nations notables.
To the west and south are the towering San

Jacinto and Santa Rosa mountains. Tamarick
Gardens is only eight miles southeast of the heart of
Palm Springs, providing convenience without
congestion. Two airports, serving both private and
commercial aircraft, are minutes away.

Tamarisk Gardens is a FEE TITLE ownership
development, you, the owner possess a deed to
your own individual home and land.

A page from a circa 1965 Tamarisk Gardens informational brochure which touts its “thorough design.”
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APPENDIX IV

PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION OF STRUCTURE AND SITE

Looking to the NE, one sees the black entry gate to the west atrium at left. The design of the gate
replicates a midcentury design approved by the city of Palm Springs planning department for the Desert
Holly historic district. Tamarisk Gardens #5’s west and south fagades can be seen here. This vantage
point displays the overall geometric massing of the structure, the prominence of the cantilevered eave,
and the various recessed elements (i.e., two windows and entryway).

Looking NW from the sidewalk, this Tamarisk Gardens #5 photograph shows address numbering, lighting
fixture, various recessed elements (one window and entryway), the cantilevered eave (with fascia board
and drip-edge flashing) and planting bed.
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Looking north, the south facade of Tamarisk Gardens #5 is deeply punctuated by the recessed entryway.
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Looking WNW from the sidewalk, this image of the south fagade shows both of the planting beds. More
importantly, it again shows the prominence of the cantilevered eave as an architectural feature of the
south fagade. This perspective also shows the overall horizontality of the structure and the drip-edge

flashing at the higher elevation of the roof. To the right can be seen the east patio’s gate, and ficus
plantings.
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Looking NE, shown is a closeup of one of the two recessed windows on the south fagade of Tamarisk
Gardens #5. This view also shows the depth of the cantilevered eave and its fascia board surmounted by
drip-edge metal flashing. Note that the higher portion of the roof edge is surmounted by flashing only.

Neutra-like font unit numbering and cylindrical aluminum lighting fixture.
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Looking SE into the east patio’s trash enclosure. This wall extension was added prior to 1973 and is
comparable to the original build in quality of workmanship. However, it can be distinguished by its square
concrete footings (as opposed to the cylindrical concrete footings used in the original build).
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Inside the east patio looking SSE. Note the footings elevate the patio wall to provide air circulation and
visual “lightness.”

Looking ESE, a close-up view of a cylindrical concrete footer supporting the east patio wall.
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Looking SW is shown the doorway to Tamarisk Gardens #5’s kitchen. Also shown is the cylindrical
lighting fixture and, to the left, the patio gate and electric panel. The electric panels were replaced
throughout the Tamarisk Gardens complex in 2025. The original Zinsco-brand electrical panel (with
aluminum components) was a documented fire risk.
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Looking NW from the east patio, these sliding glass doors (installed prior to 1973) turned the original
garden room into interior space.

Looking NW from the east patio, is a portion of the original north planting bed.
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Looking due north from the Tamarisk Gardens #5’s interior into the original west open atrium.
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Looking due west from an elevated position in the east Tamarisk Gardens parking lot is the roof of
Tamarisk Gardens #5. The rooftop air-conditioning unit, skylight, and fireplace chimney can be seen.

A notable extant interior architectural feature of Tamarisk Gardens #5 is the double-sided
(or “see-through”) fireplace surrounded by travertine stone.
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Looking due east towards the Tamarisk Country Club is one of Tamarisk Gardens’ barrel-roofed parking
structures.

= SR i SO Yy oaieee ]

An April 3, 1966 article in the Los Angeles Times newspaper told readers that Tamarisk Gardens featured
a “swimming pool, dressing rooms and covered loggia for outdoor entertaining.” This view is looking due
south.
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The original Tamarisk Gardens entry sign was moved from Frank Sinatra Drive to a more verdant location
on the west side of the complex.

At the far northeast corner of the Tamarisk Gardens complex is a substantial metal gate allowing
pedestrian and golf cart access to the adjacent Tamarisk Country Club. A number of gates between the
two complexes remain intact.
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