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2024 ESPA National
Celebrate Services Week

“If you ask civic and community leaders 
who they consider the go-to professional for 

must-attend events in the Coachella Valley, you will 
get one answer: Richard ‘Kip’ Serafin. His award-

winning locations and events have attracted a 
superb clientele to Palm Springs and the Coachella 
Valley. A tireless and passionate champion for our 
region, Kip exemplifies excellence, professionalism, 
and dedication in providing superb event services 

that distinguish and elevate our region.”

Congratulations
RICHARD “KIP” SERAFIN 

Principal 
Locations 760

*On approved credit. New customers only. Some restrictions apply. Cannot be combined with any other offers. 
Call for more details. Offer Expires 08/31/2024. CSLB#778326.

Bill & Kathleen
“Revolutionizing the Home  
Improvement Industry, One

Customer at a Time, While Changing  
the Lives of Our

Employees for the Better.”

Founders & Owners
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Get $1,500 off!
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Get $2,500 off!

PLUS 0% Interest for 24 Months!*

NEW WINDOWS & DOORS 
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DIFFERENCE

760-469-9640
http://americanvisionwindowsca.localconsumer2.info/
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After an extensive prisoner swap that
brought home Americans Paul Whelan,
Evan Gershkovich and Alsu Kurmashe-
va, there are still more Americans being
held in Russian prisons. 

The swap executed on Thursday saw
16 people released from Russian pris-
ons, including the three Americans,
while eight Russians were released from
custody in the U.S., Germany, Norway,
Slovenia and Poland. In addition to the
three U.S. citizens, Vladimir Kara-Mur-
za, a U.S. green card holder, was also
freed.

The return of the Americans, who ar-
rived back on U.S. soil late Thursday
night, was widely celebrated, as family
members greeted the released prison-
ers. But other families said they’re still
waiting for good news about their loved
ones being held in Russia. 

Here’s a look at the Americans still
detained in Russia:

Marc Fogel

Fogel, in his early 60s, is a history
teacher from Pennsylvania who taught
at the Anglo-American School of Mos-
cow for nearly a decade. 

In 2021, Fogel was detained at an air-
port and charged with possession of
cannabis, which is illegal in Russia. His
family has said he was prescribed the
marijuana to treat chronic back pain.
Though his case has drawn similarities
to Brittney Griner (she was released as
part of a smaller prisoner swap in De-
cember 2022), Fogel has never been la-
beled as wrongfully detained by the U.S.
government, frustrating his family and
a group of bipartisan lawmakers.

Fogel’s family said they “are com-
pletely heartbroken and outraged” that
he wasn’t included in the swap in a
statement shared with USA TODAY.

“Marc is not rich, a celebrity, or con-
nected to powerful patrons. All he has is
his family, led by his 95-year-old moth-
er, Malphine, who is fighting for her

son’s rights. This fight has been met not
with support and understanding, but
with stonewalling, double standards,
and – today – abandoning Marc to die in
prison for less than an ounce of medical
marijuana prescribed to manage his se-
vere decades-long spinal disease,” the
statement said.

He was sentenced to 14 years in pris-
on.

Gordon Black

Staff Sgt. Black, an active duty U.S.
soldier, was detained in Russia earlier
this year on theft charges. 

The U.S. Army said he made an unau-
thorized trip to Russia from South Ko-
rea, where he had been stationed. Rus-
sian officials said he traveled there to
meet a Russian woman he met in South
Korea. Black, 34 at the time of his arrest,
was being “out processed” to Texas
when, instead of boarding his flight to
the U.S., he went “through China to Vla-
divostok, Russia, for personal reasons,”
Army spokesperson Cynthia Smith said
in May.

U.S. authorities said there was no ev-
idence it was Black’s intention to stay in
Russia. According to his charges, a 32-
year-old woman made a police report
that Black had stolen 10,000 rubles, or
$113, from her. He was sentenced to
three years and nine months in a Rus-
sian prison.

Robert Gilman

Gilman, a former Marine, was arrest-
ed and sentenced to 4.5 years in prison –
later reduced to 3.5 years – for assault-
ing a police officer while drunk. A new
trial began earlier this summer, accord-
ing to a Russian state news agency.

Gilman has said he doesn’t remem-
ber the assault and that he has apolo-
gized to Russia and the police officer.
His initial sentence was handed down in
October 2022.

Ksenia Karelina

Karelina, a dual U.S. and Russian citi-
zen, was detained and accused of trea-
son in February while she was visiting
family. The 32-year-old Los Angeles res-

ident could face up to 20 years in prison
if convicted in a trial that is set to begin
this week.

Russia’s Federal Security Service ac-
cused her of collecting funds for the Uk-
rainian army. Her family said she donat-
ed $51.80 to a charity raising money for
humanitarian aid for Ukrainians im-
pacted by the war.

“I’m happy for the people, the Amer-
icans, who have returned to their fam-
ilies,” Karelina’s boyfriend, Christopher
van Heerden, told Reuters. “This makes
me hopeful. At the same time, I’m heart-
broken and sad ... she’s not on the list.”

Robert Romanov Woodland

Last month, a Russian court sen-
tenced Woodland, 32, to 12.5 years in a
maximum-security penal colony in a
drug trafficking case. Woodland is a
dual citizen adopted from Russia in 1993
by American parents, he told a newspa-
per in 2020.

Russian authorities said Woodland
had transported about 50 grams of me-
phedrone, a kind of amphetamine, and
intended to sell it from an apartment in
Moscow. He was accused of operating
as part of a large criminal group. Wood-
land said he was in Russia to meet his
biological mother. His lawyer, Stanislav
Kshevitsky, told Reuters he had partially
admitted guilt in the case.

Eugene Spector

Spector, who was born in Russia but
later moved to the U.S. and got his citi-
zenship, is a businessman who was
serving as chairman of a company that
specialized in cancer drugs, state media
said. 

He was arrested in 2021 and is serv-
ing a 3.5-year sentence for espionage.
He pleaded guilty to helping bribe an as-
sistant to a former Russian deputy
prime minister.

Michael Travis Leake 

American musician and former U.S.
paratrooper Leake was sentenced last
month to 13 years in prison for drug
smuggling. Leake, who is in his early
50s, was arrested last year. 

He is a former songwriter in the Mos-
cow-based rock band Lovi Noch and
previously worked there as an English
teacher. He was also featured in a 2014
episode of the late Anthony Bourdain’s
“Parts Unknown,” CNN reported.

David Barnes

Barnes, a Texas man, has been de-
tained in Russia since 2022. In February
of this year, he was sentenced to 21 years
in prison after his Russian ex-wife ac-
cused him of abusing his two sons in the
U.S.

Texas authorities said they didn’t
find evidence to file charges against him
there. Barnes was detained in Russia
while his family said he was there to vis-
it his children and file for visitation
rights, ABC News reported. 

The children’s mother, Svetlana Kop-
tyaeva, allegedly took the children out
of the U.S. against a court order and a
warrant was issued for her arrest by
Montgomery County, Texas, officials,
according to the outlet. She told ABC
News she left with the children for their
protection.

“There was almost no evidence that
the court could base that verdict on,”
Gleb Glinka, Barnes’ attorney, told ABC
News, adding that he planned to appeal.

Contributing: Christopher Cann,
Tom Vanden Brook and Dan Morrison,
USA TODAY; Reuters

Prisoner swap didn’t
release all US citizens

Jeanine Santucci
USA TODAY

Some Americans still held in Russia

Ksenia Karelina, top, seen with her
former in-laws and ex-husband in
2015, was detained and accused of
treason in February while she was
visiting family in Russia.
ELEONORA SREBROSKI VIA REUTERS
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members greeted the released prison-
ers. But other families said they’re still
waiting for good news about their loved
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Fogel, in his early 60s, is a history
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at the Anglo-American School of Mos-
cow for nearly a decade. 
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beled as wrongfully detained by the U.S.
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a group of bipartisan lawmakers.

Fogel’s family said they “are com-
pletely heartbroken and outraged” that
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Staff Sgt. Black, an active duty U.S.
soldier, was detained in Russia earlier
this year on theft charges. 

The U.S. Army said he made an unau-
thorized trip to Russia from South Ko-
rea, where he had been stationed. Rus-
sian officials said he traveled there to
meet a Russian woman he met in South
Korea. Black, 34 at the time of his arrest,
was being “out processed” to Texas
when, instead of boarding his flight to
the U.S., he went “through China to Vla-
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idence it was Black’s intention to stay in
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year-old woman made a police report
that Black had stolen 10,000 rubles, or
$113, from her. He was sentenced to
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Gilman, a former Marine, was arrest-
ed and sentenced to 4.5 years in prison –
later reduced to 3.5 years – for assault-
ing a police officer while drunk. A new
trial began earlier this summer, accord-
ing to a Russian state news agency.

Gilman has said he doesn’t remem-
ber the assault and that he has apolo-
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His initial sentence was handed down in
October 2022.
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