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September 15, 2025 

 

Ms. Gailya Brown, Director of Development 

Dezart Performs  

Suite 7538 

611 South Palm Canyon Drive 

Palm Springs, CA 92264 

 

Subject:  Grant to Dezart Performs 

 

Dear Ms. Brown, 

 

In response to your email of March 28, 2025, soliciting funds to support the conversion of the 

First Church of Christ, Scientist (1956, Frey and Chambers) at 605 South Riverside Drive, into 

the Dezart Playhouse, we have considered various grant options that would complement our 

mission.  During a recent tour of the ongoing progress of your conversion, several PSPF board 

members had an opportunity to discuss this topic with Dezart Performs staff.   

 

Subsequently, at our September 2025 board meeting, we unanimously voted to award a $10,000 

grant to Dezart Performs with the condition that the expenditure of grant monies be used, “to 

engage the professional services of an experienced preservation architect.”  Our goal, like yours, 

is to maintain the property's integrity consistent with the needs of a professional theatre 

company.  We also understand that this grant will confer upon PSPF the status of a “Founding 

Partner” of the Dezart Playhouse. 

 

This grant is subject to these additional conditions: 

 

1.  That PSPF be permitted to make announcements regarding this grant to publicize our 

grant program; and 

2.  That all PSPF funds be properly expended by December 31, 2027. 

 

We will consider Dezart Perform’s deposit of the attached check as acceptance of our conditions. 

 

Thank you for spending time with PSPF board members to explain your exciting vision for the 

future of this important midcentury building.  The PSPF point of contact is Mr. Gerry Ragucci at 

info@pspreservationfoundation.org. 

 

Kind regards, 

  
Gary Johns 

President  

 

Attachment: PSPF grant check #1942 to Dezart Performs 
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