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Board

unaware
Pougnet
worked for
Meaney

Library OK’d plan
to rent patio space

By Skip Descant
The Desert Sun

About six months before the
long-closed Welwood Murray
Memorial Library in downtown
Palm Springs was due to open
after an extensive renovation,
the library’s board of trustees
was met with a startling re-
quest: Rent part of the library’s
back patio to a restaurant in ex-
change for patio renovations,
maintenance and safety costs.

The restaurateur would be
Richard Meaney, according to
members of the Palm Springs
Public Library Board of Trust-
ees. Meaney had just opened the
Hacienda Cantina & Beach
Club, which now faces multiple
lawsuits from contractors
claiming non-payment.

Until late April, Palm
Springs Mayor Steve Pougnet
was a paid consultant for Mea-
ney. Pougnet says the business
relationship goesback to March
2013butlibrary board members
were unaware of it until recent-
ly.

The proposal that came be-
fore the library board in Sep-
tember involved Meaney open-
ing arestaurant next door in the
Plaza Las Flores building — a
retail, commercial and office
space housing businesses such
as Ben & Jerry’s, Oscar’s Café &
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